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Kanuri - 2

Literature

Study of Kanuri dat,Z!s from the mid-ninteenth century (see Koelle 18,54)
A few nrimers and other books we!'€ nublished in the 1930~S" and rein-

~ . ,
stitution of Nigerian lang~ages as a medium of inst~~ction in the
schools has seen a resurgence of interest in publications in Kanurio
The main references nn Kanuri and closely related la~~Jages are ~.ven

heres

Kft..r-T\JRI

Benton~ FoA¢ 196.'3" The Lang-:l&;::;es and Peo''Ples of' BO:t'n7J.~ 2 'VoL, 'b
y - 41 ....-~- -f'"::.":" - Wi"'t'Jith an. introduction b:;t :\¢h"l'lo ll.:tl"'k-Greenec .!-!ondon", LReprint

of Kanu.ri Iteadills§' [1911 J ~ and Prime:.:' of-Kt:1~uri Grammar [1917J c j

Cyffer, N~ 1973~

Btudien~ 350
Synt.'~2L£~_ Kanul-:i" Hamburger Philo1ogische
IIa:m.burgs Helmut Buske VerlaG ..

E11ison~ RoE" 19370 LondonQ

Hutchison ~I J "P.,
syntax"

n.,d" unpublished draft of a dissert:a.tcion on Kanuri

Koel1e~ S",W .. Londou,)

aup ..

1923" Paris,;

Schuh~ R"G",

KAHEi'illU
_.-...."...~_.-~

Lukas~ Jo

field Dotes on the Ns.nga dialect cf Kannrio

date? Kanembu. manual<c published by 'the Peace Co:~pso

unpublished French-Kanembu le:~con?

~~enoires de



Kanu.:r-i

Le Coeur~ Ce and M~

da l~IF.A.1\Tv HOe

Lukas~

Phonology

1953" Berlii1c.

Segments given in pxacl;J.cal orthog:caphy t.'ll th phonetic reslization
'i,<lhere appropriat e (,
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b d

prenas o TIlb nd

f:L"'icati-:.re f
r'~

l~J S

z

nasal m il

liquids r

1

:---1
{~1

c~~ ~
cj

ri M
c1 Q
P.; ;.,

C
C.... , kC.l

J C3] g

uj l)iS

Bh [s]

(S08
unties)

h

Ii!

/1 1
.. ,J

(w)

[ ' .,
?J

(2) The DI"'ene.sal,3 aJ::"8 un-,as onJ.y ~:;Grd initial.., r-leiJ.ie.l1y,t 2.

\;,\71::'L tten. SE;{rt1''?:11C.8 of r.t3.s8.1 ..~ 01')frG:t:u. €·rrJ,i is al1rfEt:;:.".:::; r·:~~y~1·~1'.
IB.l)i.f~L€rl cij:t;(:;1~ t;}lf3: 11ctt3fi~L (,

1 has tva allophorres v
alr.1ost e::~cJ",u:sivel:>, in
els0~·,11er8c



The 3emi~vowel w is in ~ morphophonemic relationsluy with
both labiels and vela::::s"

Pr · . - Ii:: ' l' ..
~nc~pa2 uonsona~ ~eruaTJ~ons

(from ~ian.ga dialect--o"Ghe:r die.lec·GB have r-uiles of the same type 9 'i,iiitb
some minor differences)

~d §.qi" :rut"

fe~-Gm..;.iicomb'
~mount~

1catch~

{*dgci i -'chat i s all'

~bringl kU~-~m-i

iscratch~ ga~b-~~-i

d does Eot alternate

often --> 'JJ ")

J
oj~t;en "'- z .--.,-. ~ j5V ~lf v
often --> y \ lr~-)--

•._> 0 )USUo

I nter".!2..calic

f ->1.. 13
b ->J
t .... a-,.
c .....> .::

J

k --> Ij Yg ->

NTIs

P --> ill 1r
I
I

.;

(e~rs" in 2nd ego fllture ']

; TI.j&dd~~lTIiJ

[tUssaniJ
r <9 ..3' ~
f .bang9r;LL J

/tils-ne-m:t/
/bGk-'u8-mil

~ squeeze £

In, __Isf __

There
here.,

also G. l1u:nber ott.sr assimilation 1.-u1e8 not IT.lel:J:Gioned

IThe only ~place whel"€ -e"h';: envi:r'-",.mmcnt of thin rtlle is Ele'G is in -Uhe
case of" -verb root firlaJ.~ ::;Ot1scr.lant:3 bf;.fc)J~e a '191:,b Enlfj:i;~ ;:.£§=.o :.rl~.:;I)e
is no 1To1.cE;c.../"7oiceless c··:}n·G1.~Bst iIl ro·ot firlaJ~ obst:c-r:.(11.rtsi~
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The three high vcwels show some ccmplementaxity (ecge ~ is almost
non-existent af.lGer Yele.rs~ only -'1.-- m::'-oears before w) and some dlalectB

J' ",~_....._~ ~ - --

have no word final .:::2. ",in this sketch 11 Mo...nga has onl:T i and :R. -wo:r.-d
final but YaI't'la has all tbree high vOi!;els)o Lukas (1937) marks two
ftaS s" for tba Yarwa dialect~ a and ~~ I could hBar ~o such distinc~

tion in 'l;he Nanga dialect: and Cy.f:fc':(;~(1973g21) says of this distincom

tion for the Yarv:i8 dialect ~ nFur die Opposi tioD. /a/ g/oJ lassen sieh
keine 'Minimal Pairs i finden~~

Only the fol1oiJIJing s)'1'llable !3t;u.pes arc possib1e:l V
CV

VC
DiG

The onl:" conSOnaT;(C S
sonorant S 0

l,:lhich li12.y appear <.1;)rd final are the-

Basic \'jO:Y.'d OI'del"~:

Non-verbal sentences

s'Ub.ieet

d1.:r.·ect object

indirect object~ ;:;~t
loc-ative gaal :.'
pUY"1)OSe p}l.ras,-:..~ ~

adj- -> adv '

r;"'T'\t'~ '"'r,ell )'" v 1:' ~ ... -..; .. "-.-...

(opt, except i.~o perri" prono.\D.r:

eo:rrita-'cion



Note~ Examples marked (M) are fTom ~he Nanpa dialect and are
drs\'1n from ro:y own ,field notese Tho 6;:';: marked C{O)~ (TG)~ and (TIT)
are from the Yarwa diaLect; ') 'Or :~Stnnda1."d Kanun. it ~3 spoken aroun.d
Naiduguri G eYL) examples are from L~u.kas (1937) ~ (~-CYaXanl'DJ.es a:ee
from Cyffe~. (~973?".~·m~ (YE) ex~mp~es are from Hutcb5.son (n.,do)" Thel';=
are no sl.gn~f~can""G CllfI8Teuces ~n Tihe S~intax of t!:l'a r-1<:-zga and YaI'ii,'<:!.
dialects~

SimD1e Verbal Sentences
", .. -..,.... . --...~.:.-..--

BUbjec'l:; ~ if expressed by overt no'"l' ()1"" pronou'" i!=' fl'j ways i'i:r~rt" Or­
der of cftbe::r H?" s seems to be f~ii;i:y'"'fre8".~;--th~~gh-DO'-a~d 10 tend to
precede ot:bers c

Subject only8 1 ~:-J£k--.?.n.!
go J.. perfo

(2)(l'1)

boy go he :f:·erf v

(Sl1bj act) y

Objectf.

O~ ) he called his Nifr: ~

,' •. ". t',?-,,!)
\'+)\.1\'.,

"" (5'b) _(It;:8) ".2.8~~{l:'_,., ...~=_o__£!_~
me catch you perfo

I
} ~:r,.:n;. caugb:fi me 9

!
i
J

(6a) (1-1)

(6b)

........~

~
\
;
J

caugllt



~ I shmJed the
visitor the palace u

(Sllbject) fJ)

(DO)i (Indirect OQ)~

(8) (1"1)

Il1stI'V.mant
and DOg money

book

~Modu gavB Euker
a b,.')ok~

~ Y01."!. bUy 8verythir.\g
wit11 mone~r a

DO and Lccative~(ll)(M)

..... b' .l­i:JU Jecv

people bush

1 you (pl <» C1'1.f1
~jork in. t11e ·bus·h ~

h~i'iie

t~oe

chief fol" his com" he-exit

~th6 chief has
come cut ~f;ithb:is

fol1o~T6'rsij

Dative and
Locative goale

teacher
~the ·teach.er ~Jent~ t:~-:) ni,g fa:r=m \tJ~ttrh

t;he E01~anic st'u.del:1t:s v

me dat., Eo,

fo:c

IJ:3~ The subject case ma.rker is not possible

he t;e2cher

nine

l\djectival g

Locati-;re8

bouse clef", big

lee"
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gRave: sentences are r;ene::-ally ex~;reEaed by 'V:hat Luk!:l8 (J.937.:?·22) 'i!

Cyffer (1973 232) \! and Eutehison (n.",d dO 36) call I'lderiv,a-:l adjec·l:;1_ves".,
These are nov.n phrases ..dth a s-l1ffixec1 =-\ria? -at) or -!~:i Cab.ape dep€'uds
on preceding consonant)" This snffix is nothing mOT-€: than ~Ghe eO~Cii­
tative case suffix and sueh sentencez are essentiall;y of the ferm
<X (is) with-Y (i"e" ~X has Y&)c If the semantic ~~bject is a pro~
noun'll a common '1tJay to eJrp:i?6SS ~ha:vei' is a sentence of the fo:r:m
tX_his_~a (iaea ~he has XO)c Here perhaps the comitati~e max~er is
best translated 'the1"e exists q (L,e" athere exists his Xf).. A Ii'Lal
va.-iant for either noun or pronoun i3Ubject is to h8~~ the subject at
the beginning til the sentence 'l:n.rt to lETa the co:rreE;ponding possessive
pronoun on: the possessed tbing as \'lell <; I S',),ggest t;hat in these
cases~ the semantic subject is topicalized and the pronoun is a copy
of i 4G.. This would therefore be a sentence with the Ertruc l.!l.Z'e of the
secon.d type"

~haV'ed

(Comitative
predicate)~

(20a ) (YH ) ~-u k~na7a

I hunger-com<>

(200) (xli)

hunger my ceJJ.,

!I~ID hungry a

(T (,,-:. \ .. -~t'n-h'l~nge·" '\'1.- al).! J ::.L. J_ "-"Vl_ J.. /

~ :Pm hun3L'Y ~

(there is my hungeI")-

(20c )(Yti)

(21a)(YH)

9 I ~ I:l hv.ng.ry ~

(~s foY) me therels my hungel~

(21b) (YE) billLUr-nZQ~d

ID"Ce his com",

.,
Comparative g'i. (22) (ye )

lCOffiparatiT;-e sentences require tille sentence final morpheme go'll c211ed
the ticopulan by IJukaa and Cyffero Thts morpheme is E'lse"~here used
only in non<~verbal sentences \11.tb some focussed element (see beloiiJ) c

Comparati~}·es can also be 8:rpressed verball:sr using the ve:r-b ~ o...w:"""P8,;;1S t c
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~eictic sen~ences

For pr-onoun complements» all but first siuGulaY' use bound pronouns
(those used as posseaaive pronouns)o

(23) (}1 ) o&pgo
nngo ~ro.

u.nPiO-n;ia
tingo s~noo:-n:t

~here

I am~

~ here 'fu0Y are!

~here is my shoe t

there i"'i; is~

~ here "they are ~

(compare suffi;:;e(~ pro­
noun here with 2nd ex o )

(The meaning difference bet~een

in (21~) ~ if any il 1;18S not clear,,)
pl:l.rases like tbose in (23) and those

ii ther2 he is~

E:ustential sentBuces

Affirmative existential sentences use a sentence final "!orJ. t;,h.ich
historicslly is a ve:rb~ no longer in produc·tive use., In Yarwa dialect
·the fonl"v forms t....sed a:l"'e singlJ.la:r nbe:i:l. •. tihral mbezai ~ \·ihich are fo~r­
nal1y 3:1.~ person sgo and 3i~d perso'~Q~~pl:"verbs iil"E8~Predicative

t " . I'" d " " - " . ... t' ..aspec. tan aspec~ genera iY use (,0 pu~ ~ne aCG~on OJ. ne vern 2TI
focus)" The slsingular lf form can nm'i be used even l'lhen referri.ng 1;0
plurals" In Manga~ the sa~e two fonns are used in the same ~ay~

but Nanfja also utilizes this obsol,~scent verb in. the Perfect aSpEct
(a nore Gheutral,j f01....-m the.n. the I'I"0dicative) and can '.wen use it- :;~n

othe:r than third person" I'langa .fr{~quently USBS a \?s:,?J.an't of the
. ~ ~ t d " ,fi

roo~ ~ 1ns ear OI ~De-c

(26)(£.1) buni-a mb4j~i/nb~jf

fish pl~ pl~ I sgo

~!iater perf", / predic"

(28){M) nekk~n~

(
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140U..11 'Dhrases can be schematizeo. as follows (sche·113 adapted f"zom
Cyffer (1973~43) with some simplification)s

(a) (0) (c) (d) (f)

!l'lr~st be ordered as given" IIhe
relatively free"

Head N

Nctes~ (1)

/ "-.
( ljidef" j

\ I
+ Foss" J.. J Adjo r +

Pron <> • .1',1 Quant" ["
l

l NJ?-E~ ;
I

Any of the items (b)-(f)
order of itens in (c) is

+ Def <> + Case :;,uffix
D-ete

(2) I'J-be is a NP in geniti78 rela.tion to (a)" (In 008-t ;;::n­
vironments the b of the genitive case &l1ffi:; -bG h,~s
weakened to ~c)-

amy ccw~

~the chief~B CDW~

(3) '.rhe case S'clffi:x (f):LJ the suffix determined by the func­
tion ?f tJ?8. HI' i~ the. l:<lhole sentence ~ _!t i~. thus :r,~,:tl1y
a pOS"GpCSl tJ..on. g:LV0.rnrag a ....ihcle NP ra;;her -chan an ii,­
flectional su.f:~iy. of the type cormnonl;y fou.n.d in }1,'u:;:trpean
lclugu.ar;-es {)

". ......./'\, '\ (~" ) tS'"'i!? • JA:. .."\C::::;jaJ !'J, £J.. oUJ:l.-J.an

door mat iust.,

. "\' 0, kf> "\.
.1§lli~~.

I..,c t)"I.Tered

~ I covered the docn" u:.:th f- mat ~.

my

(29c) (I'~)

C29d) eN)

\"Orlan gen, inst "

t;' .. <! • So 1 ".(: (1·iI • '" . >1 .. ,.,; "
Cl. OU1~ Kamt~-n~-,·v·t;;<o·n ,lan29KK~lla
-_.~$>~~.'~"'·~-··~r·""""4·-~··''''''·-_·~'-·~''--­I <._",.-of:L ._.__J

91 covered the door \',i:..th
m;y t:Jife!) E~ mat: ~

(30)(YC)

(31 )(YC)

~ I bough-i;
beuatiful

this ctb~r

got'.'!} '\



(1)

(2)

~'here is ll?.) l~elatiVG !>J:",:)noun OJ:' otne:r ~TIarke.J: of il :r'ele.=
:iiive cla:{,lg~e

Ex~e:p't fo~ St10J!H~t rela.ti"lroa~ a p:ronouD. cepy of th~:,

8.111ieCeaen:G (bea:l"'ing tb.-a apl'r'O:p~'1.ate cas·::; postposi'cion)
J?~' appear ~l~thin t~? cle.u:se <' Tr.J.s. see?ls to. ~e Opa,
~~cnaJ_ for aLl fUnc~~ons~ ncweveC9 ~otal de~~on always
being pOBsibleo

Only t~o sfftrmativa verb aspects appear in :relati"ITS

clauses (at least n0rmal restrictive relatives)g Pa~
'" + . ~ .=l. ~ • ."t. ~A t' d - ~.,.'
lec~~ ~nu~ea~~ng cor~~e~~~ ac 10n, an ~mpar~ecvi- ~n-

eatin.g incomplete aetion.. This is in contrast "GO :TIain
clause5~ where six or eight aspects occtlrc

(32)(YC) 1 fl. fI 17-tt-~a b~r::t de.i1:n- • !J ';"~.J ~ ~ «b '6 ~:.. '"§,aIDU ~'Io. "lie "cs 1;><:l.G~-~Z~ o '~O:l~n
. ~---.,..,~-- ~~~

~iI'oman big food E~he...cooks defo chil",her 8he~~:;al1s

~the big woman ;-lhe is cooF.ing food is cal1:Lflg her child;'

(33) (rtf) za.'U.rq, ago-a .~~,[q:-ro biinn!...:1~vU s¥!~n

indeed thing-pIc gI'ow-plo-datoharm much they-do
~they do a let of h~=nl to things that grow~

(34) (1'TI)

(35) (YE)

~ the ';JOman t'?hom we greeted in the marked did not come ttl
our house:;

CCi!:Je

(36)(N)

(37) (Trl)

I-told

~ the man to ~iho1!l I told the news is a fol1oHer of -the chief ll

~ I had neve:!' seen the man to 'itihOIl I ju.st f':POk c3
i~ "ell'!-) lnarke1~ fi
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Instrumental relati~

bao k~skL.£!11~kJ.5ena~£i. ~£,ll~uii

axe wood I-chopped def~ it-unhafted
~the axe i~th which I cnoFped wood became u~~afted'

(39)(YH) ad9 bane shi-lau
this hee it

Verb Morpholog;y

I-hoed daf ..

Verb cate~orle5 - Verbs are of two types, with the fol1o~~ng

designations f~om"Lt1kas (1937)~

-ski2 verbs

These terms simply refer to the fo~~ of the ~lfrix added to the Terb
root to mark firsi; perBon singula:c' impe1"fect", e"g,. af-sldn sI \d.:Ll do~
(a -s~:i.n verb) and le-r::1n tI ..Ifill go~ (a .=iiin verb)';--'-

From a histOJ.:1.cal point of vie...;;" there is a 1: simple class!: (the
-skin verbs) .. and a llcorrroound class (the -"in verbs)", The latta:.'"
verbs are composed of a meaning bear~ng stemrpl~s s~ffixea which are
rene:~es of a verb reccnstI"li.ctable £is ll:n~-skin t< rdn in the moo€rn
Yarvla dialect) ~say'!1 think t

t which is itsei'i a -sk:rn-llerb" T'r.d.s
means of verb f'ormation :is lier;)' px"00.uc'tive 'lJ and-a;;'y~- stem \lihicb cl)uld
have SOI1e re3.sonrible verbal m.eo.n:'i.llG ean po"terrtially be made in·lie 8.

.. ., s;,r:" "- R "'. "., ., ~~. ~ . . .! '11 0

-n~~ vern", J.~~B",el.ifGeS OI une vero ""'n~-8A1.n 1.8 Sri:t ::til use
as an independent verbs but it is higbJ..y de.f'ectille~ nad been defc:r~ed

tl1.T-Ou.gh sot!.Jld chal1ge-v f:md in most uses fU.ncticns more as a grarrnE;'t5"c':;,:Ll
morphene than a ve:,:,o 'H:ltb. an independent meaninG~ To get an ide~. D.t
the deformations involved li compare the follmd.ng t:b..:i:'ee fOLlrs in t,he
SerJUeilti8,1 ar~t;ect (Lu}:a.t~u -Ccl"l;iunci:;:'.1le i" Cyffer~ s I(~~ns~akut~.:1f)~

... ...... ~=':~.~""'''.''''''~'''''''''.1.1''' t..: ~.:-.--..~ .... ..., • ~

(41) Yart:ra (Ll MauE!a Ja:r'\·m. (e2 r'1~11n~a---- _~ -t"A:
9:r said~

'" :fkke lG-ng~ le~lt.ke ~I ~lent •r;ge

ngm ime ~ ;Y'{'''U said~
Q e tl> le~n9~~ ~you \1ertt a..t -uero

" ci.ne ~h~ said Q
,. iP>

i ~.-i';; Vhe 't<rent:!!'sa le-zG ~, v'"

The form of simple verbs inflected for person and aspect is
sehematized as follows for the Yax~a dialect~

(42)

Iplo

2pl.



:n01..:.n }Jh:cc:ses a:.:::G conj CiD,8d by putting 'the comi-(;ative pos"tJCSi tiol1
-\:~ (> -2.) ~,f';;el" each CO~1jU.D.C-C (ef" comitative phrases such as in
"C-l ;.:. ).Ji 7:~J- p',-.'1'1 Il-_';:'_'~·-·-:::::'''''!·'v·pnCA::: ~s ~ n (~O-f\21) '·:'ne<>r.> on1 v tn' p enIDl.'-

- . .,/;i \ -. r ..... - - ~. ~ ':'"' - .1.- -- ... - - - "-... -:- ..- ~ - .. :rr ..... ';' "'--tJ -"... . .. .. . I

·ce.~ti ~,,-·2 l~? j_t~self 1:28.8 1;}10 POStPOBl1,;lCl1) _ 1,Jo 01jber ~ypes of COI1S-c~ljUe~l""G

C.8~D ~)C con;]c·ined ill thj_8 -:,'2·:r: t,,"hic11 m'3~U1S there are no sentences
corr::=s,?onding 'to I "..;hej· seJ.l fish in the sto:r~ and on the iJi!:wl'f! 0

and 01 an.:.~ Cl and I~....rJought
f I bought a go"'-'r?l and
a blmL~et in the
maI'lcet ~

(
.ol i '\ '-~1 )
", .. ' ")',"i./ ./ \. ~ -

and A. and aa~. shilG two two I-paid

'II Ali
h-ill pay

...... "1 ...., - ... It

SllJ. .:...Ll ngs eael1 T.

no conjunction is required iilith sentences 0

ever j b'2 n! and 1 c.onjoi'lsd H by t;he cOITelati~!es

Sen.tences can.
-I( _",'" "

q 0 o ...~ c. c ~~e

man that beer he-dranl·;: I Cola and Fan·ta and I-drank

ithat man drank beer (arrd/but) I drank Cola auG Fanta~

aviso
tbe]T t;el1 hin d ~ c .. they-cb:aycd -Clnd 8verything cor:C8ct-l;y ·they­

do

~ori and 'but t Con~unction
~_........._--...._~ ...-- _.•--.._-------_.-._----"--

!J!}1eSG 8}~"G D:r-efj_=·:~Cd. wGG tile l)DraSe o:e c12.D_SG th(;~i gov8~'nQ They a}'".:I:!~3ar~

o l'"L:.j'" 1')8fo~ce t;11(~~c..,cl-:31~i.sc 1: not: 1)efore tIle irli-cial cJ.. aus8u T11e:-ce are
[3Gi/~~:LEJ.. sj.rlj.J.3r 8orp11erJ8s i10t il}.ilstr~~-Ge.d 1:18-:;:e t

oella""Jioru
all sho~in3 the same

w 0' "?sup 1;2,.:..

he-sent

idid Modu send his son O~ his daughter to the market1~

I

I" ""~ \ "~rt)... -(-~ ) \. .r '../

he-sta;yed j.nte:r-" or he--has Gone
parol; b

t.ook this nOi.:J ~1-~-11as-r.H:rt but
been sold

tOi:J. m8~~ket C>a1 if-I-go j.i)-",ril1
have
1)e911

1 tllis bcoJ.{ has llat: ;;ret; l)een sold ~ b~.l':G if I go "GO 'l;119 mar­
ket torlo:!:t~I?01i'; i't \'lill ha"\,7'3 1)86£1 801(1 1



Trd 5 is the conjugational pattern fo::: .,..skin iJ GTbG" B:i.l:-lce verbs
are essentially stems \''Ji. th conj'..1gr.J:'ced fo-J:.1TI8of-'ths· ,,<:,;~.dn verb "'n~>~~ski:Q
sUff:ded to the!:l!l -nin VGl"'::'S can be incornol'ated 5.nt~)N·th8 Bch~~l.l1cf~~
(lQ) by adding ttU'3~BteD ~co the left end sUpplying the appropriatE:
reflex of *~= for VeTo Rcot Q

Within each of the major diviBicnB~ -skin and -Q,:\~~ there1c-.. .... <I ,I _ ...._.-.;~,.... ~ • -_.-

numerous sUl.r"'categcl.~l..es cd~:pen.d::tng on tone \9 f:U.1a.L YDO \? s€'g'J!en.t ~

certain other factors.. Lu1tas (19~;?) and Cyffar 0, 9?3) go into
siderable detail on these classes0

and
ceo-

As-oects - The fullest disc'l:lss:i.on of the semantic.s and sYl1ta:,~-

of the verb aspects iB Schubert (J.972)" Beth I ..1J.kas (1937) and
Cyffer (1973) cOver the :fcI'1TIaJ.. detail.s.. T'he follcfi,iing is rneart
simply to give an idea of fOl~la differences between aspectBe Follow­
ing Schubert and Cyffer'l) I hav~ a...r-:ranged them accC?Y·ding to ComplEtive
Aspects (vollendete~~~)~ Incow~letive Aspects {uq~qJlende~err
l'~odj,) ~ and Aep~ctl~ss ~.~1:s10~2"'"~ Fen" each aspect ~ examples arE' given
of the verbs d~-sk:in ij do ~ and J..e~liJ.n ; go' in the fi!'st and third

; 1 :7.... 1-~-··~- ~ "'.n. p ~persons 6_ngu ar \HlrYia excEp. es 1.3.:1'6 lrom l<fJ.:~ej~)~

Perfec·t ~ Syl1tactically 1':1'?(fu·!;:ral 'l fm:'ii! .for e:zpY·esSil..'li:S completed c.ctio-:'.L.
Occurs to the excluoion c f ,d:;her affi:rmative complet:i"f;;; aspects in.
various types of S"ubcrdtnate clauses (out cf ~ 1'u...71Ct1.0~lS of the ne:;rt
·'-h .....,po a«"""ord"~)
U~~__ ~1--'~"""'vo c

Em opl1o:t:t.C (r~ttka r S I)red::t(~[:l·t';:tve)g E~jS8IG8 t:o "O'l.l:G COTI..t:r';~:lS·GJ.\7e em.~~)hD_si2 (rn..
~~-""_.r=-:"'C:: ......;s.:"'_~""'~_:-';':_lC>:""""""""'~. "'.....~.......,"":Jp;:"' ..~~'..... - 0 - t

the ac:t:l.on of the verb c. !thlS c.::31)c:c't cannot be ur:l€K1 :li' some m::hez
conErt,;~l·tuerrt,; :1.8 i~OCT1.Ssed «(.~i~b C;Jr:ef(~:r-' 1<j~73:f,91~)'S 'Thif.3 ~~l;.~.~pec:·c J"f! I~a:~r'el:y·,&
if ever~ used in the type of Mange I worked on~

d1>sk~1~

s~""di--:l

le-rig--f

'10-+""4'- ().-

(4-5) ci~dG-8k-O

s~-d-o
.,
..LI.iukas and Cyfier l'ecoGilize a D':::pE'TIdent :?ast: (A~bh~:2.Z;;;(,'S§LltL~(Q.ori.c~2:~~)
and a De"oendent Future (.Abhan~ige:.: I~.1?~"t'fe.ct) B~ S3:p1:::'at~ c.~pec·?f:~~
Hist~rically'!! a:t least ~ "tEese·a.re~D.o:Ch~ngmore 1JD.f\D "(,.tie Y.as'(; Dl.rJ.a ';~h0'
ImlJe:l~~(Gct; 1~e8pecti vely user1 :1.B ce:e·taii.1 ~GZlpeB ~)f 8(j.~v·e~f:-~r~~ia1.~ cJ_a·~~~·:)e~~ \v-:~~i7~1.

~i~:~Ub~t!'f~;n~~;.!)E~~:~~ogitions ,;. ~ 'the:r-efox'c do n.ot e tt:e!"'1 ~'L1CY:~;



R\:?'lat:tve PerfeGt 8 Repla(~B's the P~lJ:-':fect Wlle!l ar~ Irr=~ i~; rJ1..:u~stio11ed 'Ol.~

focussEKr;--My~MangecCu5ultant wa~ cous~~teu~in.re0ec~i~~!he P~r­
fect in this context byt Cyf.fer (J.973~94) sugges""(;s ·G~L3.'G sO.en sern;ence"a
may be acceptable u.nder some circ':..".1!ls'Gunces;;

(46) di-sk-o
ss-d-o

..... v ~.

J.. e,-ng-o

le-z-o

Neg~tive~Perfectg

It is also used aa
when the sentence
~done"ii .. 0 ,,'Z' <;

C~11apaes

a neg&""'GJ..ve
is prec,~6.ed

l~·--?r:~·argi
~ tf'\ e

1 e-.z ·-SL1J:l.

ImDerfect (J..ilikas· Contin:u.cus) g
_~~_--..~_~.........-e_..~~ ~,o:l.'__

o:t~ habihlal "

(48)
"l" • "?-: ,c.:.-~1· .~,"l n
--'''' t.. -

f'u·tUT.'()
on SCoYJ8

e~~ent 'ttJ:'12(:;.h ~G

other eve.ni; '.

Op"'t1ativa S Aff:l.rmati·ve e:f.."hf)1':f(i;iDrl~; of f:trst~ 01~ tr1'tl~c1 ;!e:t~8on a~IEl f~}~~

preasiOns ~f y'ur~o8e~

(50)

•.0Ge

(2nd plu)



(51)

8eyw.~~1~is;L£~.~..gOi2~~Ef~~2~ v~_:.,¥.;[f!~~'f" ~J~.SHlaeh:y.~~~:I.;L 5' \'lh~n a 8e:I,'''1.e s
o.f a-C\i~ons occur ~n B·l3;.:j!~[E~11Ce~ all. vernE nut; the 1~j,.i3·G a lout=;' J..n ttJ.l,~ r;e~

au.entia.I", The secruentiaJ. cannot be used in a se~:ueLtC8 of Imp:cat:tvesor OptativeE~ hOWaVer0

(52) di-sk-e
se-d-'9

go"

8.
d;.,abl~~

~tt~:-:~_e~~=.§J~r]~ 0heI.y} t~o go~ <: }_~~~$]ri:~l ~g\) to b. dl.f~~'i.;8n.c.:~2

< J. ~'::!2~'-V~ g go I~-



("t:011C' is hj.,gtt aX'eel" a nOUTl el1.dirrg in 10'\·; t

1.QW aft;(~·~?.:-~ 110un 0n[1~ng i.n :tdgh~ in the latt:8'r
~ase~ all tones on the noun are shifted to
lo~;)

~ J.:i,e i!

a" tJ
0" . '1(1""'"
C-.> "":"u L ..<

(0.11 to{10S of noun are shifiJed. to 10"')

11em- sumir:i

r-leaning?

8u.rLnne.l:":;i (1:f hO{~~J I\:811-:.'.I'i si~!il)lt:::( :J£?D:CC:l1~~es C,O~i.'0.171Il ~;o f;en~.).c'al tYIiOJ.OGY
of.~ S()'l lang~t!EI6E:'32

L)~)r-n B ~~·\)l1st;i.tLlf~~tlt ~: e:':-c~ept; for
()"the:(" C-cl~:r::.8t!j~t-c sTlt;S t)efo:re t118 ve:-;:'":;)



stems to

yes
r­
{
\ -,

a '1 Heak verb;' combin::::s h-l th meaning
fo:cm verb comple:;es Cn:i;lJ. verbs)

the most corarlcn and p:re·du.ctive noun derivations are by
suffixation

no C. DOHn derivation by prefixing
-{
l- verb der'ivcltion by preEL:dng

r1:11e ;:ost "Gr-oubJ.cson8 typological conflict is in the order of e18­
;.:onts j.E the FP" Jl'hi:3 ~ pli-'.s the older J.r:wers of derivational I!lor-
~h('\l 0''';''7 C'"-,;>.,,,~+: '"l "'-,-1 f4' {''''''''''r'' ~~'[r; T-O ~O\,. 'f1'O<1e~7e1'" ip""U'p'; ~ nlso SOY1/-~""~ o,j'··""\'0U'~-~ ...., >::; v .,_V ..J ,-,Vv u"".J '1 .... \!" , -'i} _",~. .,I",,-, c.;

C;j·t 118S the ssme ge11er8J_ rrp structr~re as l{anuri Q It is most probable ~

tlle}~ei:oI:'o.. 'chat tbe the SOV sentence order and the IIT-Dodifiers 1;F order
"1"'0 --.'0>--...,.,. 0"'-1 ';n t:'''~~ ,...·"0'·7"\c=. __ V v"!"J _'.._..1-:. l..:!..~~"'" b..!.. ~l:'"''''

\10rd Ql!.estions
-----""--~.. --_.-

( 0::..0) 'N)•." Coo ~ 'i:ihat ate t>e p.~eat? I;

(61 '. (~t '\
wi.) \.:.J)

i;1110

'i 101110 entr3red the house? li

Questioned object-----_.,.._- ..

Ewhat did the boy catch? I

!who did the chief cal1?~

'">lhc doo~ chief lle-calJ.ed

~uestioned dative

dat .. [Joney yon-gave (pas';:;)



(
,- r- '\ 1'-:.-6" '\
,C:':'/\~'i)

peopJ.o ~:0re gcal they weut (past)

gen~ loc~ycu-sat (past)

I if/he:';:; did ;you chop the 1;iOOd vIith? f

TT1.e i.rltt;l:']:'C:$~a·Gl-t!e tio:::d 1.8 ge!le~:.a~l]~:~r pj_aced SeIrGenC~~ ini-Gia:l t.i

G~~).c..tj.C~11al serl"Cej1CeS aD.c! 'l' l;'8~..re ~ S0rl.-~~ei1!~~~s fGy e:~at"1p12s a~~.. l have the
~~CC~!;llI.e.~! fj~ (>. ~dC OI' O)(~. 1)t:':~J Cyff~3T 118.3 6J::r!ffilJles Vii~Gh(::rr~.; j_to

In

:r vll'"l8.t is an

(69) (CY) t11is? tJ

l'las

1':.8 ~.·Ji ..t:ll q:1.8s·t:ioi1ed C0!:"E.-t:~~-Cl,.ter.:.t-;s~;. I\~J_-~fe(;·t irn.ls·t; 'be !.~e~t):·_8.c.ed 1;~y

Relat;j;110 ]?erfect '-" Ij~ t:118 :CC·Cl1SSBC. CO!~l:;·tj,'-(~~~.errt; lE' [! l):;Ol.ictr.-LnG.J. slfbjec't.
tIle ~Lnc1E3penden~G pl"O!lrJlll'} ~()JJJ.':~ <;1 suff-i:·:- -r:-~~3. Sll:S;3.:.·CS sent:~;!.ICE~ ~~11=L t;ia.ll:'
O·the::> CC}~1s ..t:l ttle11·t8~....){ti·8lJ. :fOC1J.SB8C.» c).;~~e<f-.r."p~i~aced. SE;11'ceriCC i.n:~·[;:~8.1. ~ bll1:-
:l.-rl fac~·G :L'G 8.r:peaT8 2E3 if t;}lS 1~:I:z:eE;(:;L1CE: of t:110 Ji·:::~L8.·t;i ":l,te I-\::..\~-;~_'ect f.~~LC:ll(~



snc'\'JS that somGtl1:ing is .:tcc~tlssed lil.J.to; ~;J:L "~.jh 8>:')r~e ~~~at11;.'eri~~~:3S as to ~:-;ha"G

it is.,

Suoiect
=~~.l.~;.....

A~ house ~oal he-entered (rel.perf",)

Focussed ,93:.:rect ob.i~

beat~

dog I-beat

Focussed indjrec'lj object

me dato Ao

FOC1.iSSed su1)jects of nDrl-"TJ'€<rDa~L 80n·cen.cc·s B.de.
The conuJ.. a f'\o is T'equi.red e (I hatlt; riO e:~.~cnl!1)·1·9S ·o:f:
j.n non:"~..rerbal S'3'.utences) c

(77)(CY)

emph., copn:La

Usually a sentence
m ar!"e"l"> '0 ';"\ '1' p' 'n s=~ ·",Ii \ ..n 'l~ \'1W _\..J.. '-'- ~l . .:..~ ....... _... c;u ...4_ U.:...J.

sufficeS:

.f'iv,al "j.. rl·Ge}:':l:()[~r:~1ci~~/e IIlG.:rk:ex' 1){}. ((;:..~ t:. ·01·,:.::~ t."J2r::c;.t:i';?f~

01.1. types o~e S8Tltenc8S u ·GllCU{~l~ J.ilt;onatiOi1 alorlE;

(78 )(CY) Y01I

!10use loe '"Yo



" ")..$-. .......,. ..t._,_·':.'":.:h, ....~ ~.. :,'. ~ '; i }, ~,. _ ~

~;.=? ft·~ !.-..; .; ~ v"':" j if;;.. \~/~

(80)(YO)

big their goal

.~ the1r IB2.der did
t;o t}'!...is to\'1!1?

not

Nega·~i-...v.·.""B__i_n~·lnerfect
~- ..~. ...,.".-

man he-can lie

(pI" )~,

go

lidon~tll

he teacher not

(85)(YC)



(86)(11)

f aI'l11 his :far i.t
act jkr~

5.B neaZ- if

(8?)(H)

~ater there-is-not

chicken-my

Reflexives
~head';)

there~i6-'nct

(90) (Ye) ~ they lc've eachothe:r
ver,y':1 IllU(~}:l ~

This ~s an e~0..;remely ccmplez S11b~)3Ct 1.D. Kanur:L
:t8 bu..t; the oJ':iefest o11tl.ine o:f t;11e e:;fistil1g i.;y]~·BS ()f~

S'G:r:uc"liioD.S G

i1'he fol1ovJil'1g
ci[,i'l.rpl<:::me12"1; con""

Gomplem~nts 1:J2t11 liosrtj2ositions\? Nost '1'8;['DB :.pecP.2i3:0 the: e.a:tive Docrt~
•.-- .. ... 't'\..~_~";;:'~:">o_-' .5-~-';-- ~ . -t - 1':":1'''''~ ~ .- ~

'0081. t:tOl1.~ CJ.1h,ro ~ c11i the enu ox. comTJ..Ler'ile~~:G EeJ.1"t;ences ~ j!,{~uJ. ·¥lo.rLt-- tl.eJ.et;J...on
is p08sibJ.. e "to:?:" B.t 1.98.8'(; Bome 1leZ'()1:? 7, :i.::.l l~·I1i.cb. cas·a -"t;J2e '":;erbaJ_ nCUfL
repJ_aces t}~e C(;11jtlgated form of tnf3 vc}}1) ~ :1~T"f)t s t;r:i~~J.1:.in t;he cOTII}?l~meni~

r"e"GaJ.. n ':cbeir ~vf.l:r:i,C.fL~S caSt"3 Iu&l::'1:o::ir:gs ar.i.d. 1;11(;; (~o!ii'i)let1Br(G :i.~;j marlc€o J..11

the same ~1aJr as a CGlp10Ii16rfc \v:~th a "tejjaei1 verb- (ef '" 92)., See also
(100) and (101)"

(91)(1'L)

frlelld my

fQ»"J(YT,"l
\/L_ .. _~.1

them he---t:cied

(93)(YL)



(94)(YL)

never it- :haY-med-do" 0 he-'~·not­

say
Snever has anyone said that my stayj.ng has harmed me'l

Complements to nouns take the genitive postpositicue

•the news "that Rabi t'JaS folJ.oi'li.ng him ~

Sequential verb formsg The basic use of the se~leuti~l is te indicat8
~.s..o· ","'£10::' "'~---::fl" '" 1 ,....."t... .. 2- 'I., l' . t~aCv20DS ~n a ser2es l _ Wnlcn case a~i V8TuS DUv ~ne . ~S\; are ~n ne
sequential (see (6)" The sequentiaI-is -'now- also used :Gl'"numerous
cons·tructions where this literal translation gtves ;;my t:c a verb +
com"Olement sense.. IntsZ'6stingly the tlhirrher:l seme.n-tic verb is aome-

..,. . ,,- ~ tt Oft'9" ..... ..., .... ~ . .;'-,,\ - )tJ.mes t;he ·'IDa1.i1' verD \. 7h some"G~I!1es 'cne seqQe1'l~ial \.:7:; 'iJ depending
on factors not cleaT to me~

--.
i

"150 ')9;
"\~:Jeil.t
1\fullthe

lee '!1he-disIllount
(sequ.", )

ho:::se

(96) (r·1)

(97) (YH)

ti11.:itl i·G..,...g(~t;~old
(sequ<> )

() "thi s sh:b:."-t hasn ~ t com­
pJ.. {.}t~ eJ_y \J:·~:l~Jl out g

I-nat-go
(neg .. perf",)

(98)(1:"11) "pika r~Y;1.~lge_.....-1:~nen;zi
yes", I-be-able

(seq:u.., )

~I wa5n~t able to go
yesterd.ay~

(99 )(r-1)

5he went cut of his house sa;;r:Lng he -..1Ould



Second person sinffi112..T" s~quen.t~8.1 .CO~11J_eDJants ~ i\. bj~~~,f:\.:t~e tlS~ of thE:
aeqt1entlal~ is ·:ro-l.l~,?_-.ry-Bec;ndCQ13er8onv~~srng:ii1ar E;(j1)~~~1.J.7~:'Ltil f~~ \';hen
-. "'!l;. _" -.. ~ J.. ...l, 1 ...

~~ere ~~_ an eqU~-~D~e~~¢.. nu~ch~s?n (n~~&) se~'s of ~nese coustruc7
~:u:ms~ l.In all ~.nl~l:l aa"Ga ~nGt has been. ooserved w D. secnnd person Sl.n~,

gular Conju..:."lctiv~ - [= ssqueD:t:j.aJJ veZ'b IeI'm is followed by a
personlessi te-u,s-31-eas End aspectlesB Yerbs.l 110lm C<l:: other uon·,.:finite
form .. ;'

(100 )(YTI)

lee .. wo:rk .go
(2nd

me dat"

(101 )(YE)

~it wiJ.l
YaY'-b°a. f'

1'10t
"-oe

dat",

to go find work in

::1ot

the
~Ch8

I-tJrant

Q J: 3~ef't; 1')8ca~.lS,e

8.·b·t!.;:~ect TI.ie ~

he

(104)(H)

water goal they-went ~nem

1.' 'G!!(::::J' ';.~jerrt t(} the \:;·;:~':t:l

t:o d:~:a'tA! ~9J'Et1;e}?R

Cond:tt;ional cJ.. e~t'~s8s 8.re f'oIwB(l l)~y~ USj.. 11[~ \ijhn;'.:i I;lL.t{a~:J artCi othe:~s

refer to as the De-penderrt F--~:r;7ure v 'rb.?:...s is :in fact 'the Li1DB:2:LHCt ~1itil
.-o!.~ c: • ~ --. ",1 - ~.. 1 f:'_".'LP ........... - ..~.. ~.,., "t.::,.....~!-.. .-...:o:'}' ..,........." n': ...~.. .... :::. ~.. "... ~ ) Tn"a vOcv:poa_~-cJ..ow. 3.v..env2ca -co u l .... \JL~.. J:·e~.;.: oOJ;;:';cv pO~"u1-:"-d~J..uJ.,Gu ~ae-t:k e .!."!~18Z~

is':; no fo:r!na~L o.:1.. f:fe2"ience iIi. K811ur:i. 1)et:\~?eert ~~~~11:~n'"i ~:n.d ~~ i.f~ in '''tilis
'type !Jf~ cla·(J.se ~ These c12uses must ~JL1;I)e8.:c S··-init;:taJ~..~

(ln5')(Wf )
\.""" ........ oJ ~ ~11i.eIl I rla.~lE~ {]:J;v;r;~k -"clle Via"Ge:::

..1. lJ'"ti:tI, lea\/t-'1 t



(l06)(M) ~ ~ ]:._. Ii>!lfs'"J.. ;r:yc trK;[:::~..\l-~~~. _

1;',;a1';el'" I-hs.d-dJ:UJl1~.-ti\'aj~n.en'· I-lef't
(peRt; )

'i~jhen I
I lef~l;

(107)(YFI)

'~before

~1hieh I
I drin1?,: uatel.~ I u~'ri 1 eat,;
~1211 drilli~ water 0a~u)

the da~v on

ltdon'tt1 nobody nc:t'se this gQal he-·not8~ day
mou:n.'G

(lQ9)(YH)

day 'Place :~.. 12~t <;

})8.X!tGo

~ since I left this place ha::3 ai1Y'thil'lg bac hn.ppelled? 8


