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A

Kanuri -

Literature
Study of XKanurl dates from the mid-ninteenth beutu?y {see Koelle 18543,
A few primers and other bhooks were published in the 18530%*s, and reﬁr-

stitution of Nigexian languages ag a medium of vns*rnutlsa in the
schools has seen = “esurgence of dinterest in publications in Xanuri,
The main references on Kamuri and closely related languages are given
heres

KAMNURT

Benton, P.A, 1958. Ths Langusges and Pesples of Borma, 2 vol.,
with an intreduction by AH.M., Kirk-Greerne. london {?eprlno
of Xanuri Readings (19111, ard Frimeyr of Kanuri “"nmkar [19171.3

)

Cyffer, N. 1973, BSynbax des Kanuri. Hamburger Philologische
Studien, 35, llamburg: Helmut Buske Verlago

]

Eiiison, R.E. 1937. An IEnglish-Kanuri Sentence Bosk. ILondon.

Hubtchison, Jd.P. n.d., ukpublished drafit of a dissertabion on Kamari

synbax,.

Koelle, S.%. 185%a. Gremmar of the Bornu or Kanuyi Lanmuzce., London,

« 18540, Af:ican Native Literature, or Zroverbs, Tales,
Fabies, and Uigtorical Pragments in the hanur: oT Borid Lanouage.
London,

Tukag, J. 13%7., A Bty
fR rinted 198Y by Dawsons. )

HoBl, P, 1823, Peiit Manmuel frangois-kanuri. Paris.
Schubers, K. 1972 1. c““cncant der Verbalparadionen
Hausa und *ad Uter s DDel-4Y, 2002277, 267-

in Hen
2002 55950-113.

.

Sehuh, R.G. n.d. field notes on the Manga dislect of Kanuri,

KAIENBY
Hutchison, J.P. date? Ianembu manual, published by the Feace Corps,

« DNod., unpublished French=Kanembu iericon,

Tukas, J. Die Bprache der K&idi-Kanemb® in Kanem.
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(5) The semi-vowel ¥ i3 in z morphovhenemic relationshin with
5hol 15 and velaws,

Principai Gonsonant alternabions

(from Manga diaiect--other dislects have rules of the same type, with

some minor differencas)
Intervocalic weaksnine of sbtors 2né sz, fut, ord _sz. fut,
£ —ed) N B3n-f 0 éuB &Pt
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b ->} j ‘mount’ D&l Je-ta=i
y =, ; 9 - 4
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There aye alss a nunber of obther assimilatlon rles st meubioned
hers

: 5 “ - - Aty [ S oy el T, 8 . - b - 3
The only place where vhe envivonncat of This rule is mev is in
o ) F~ U o~ P . 7 o -, . ; o £ o .~
ceas of verb root fingl conscnants belore a ~ag=, Thay
a L 9 -3 e A e -
15 np voiead/velicslicess cantrast in root final
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The three high vowels show sowe complementarity (e.g. 1 is aimest
non-existent afte“ velarsg only =u- appears before yw) and scme dialscts
have no word final ~g {in this skelch, Manga has onir 1 axnd 2 word
Plnal but Yarwe has a1l three high wvowels). Imkas {1937) marks twe
"a’s® for the Yarwa dialects g and g, I could hear ne such distine-
tion in the Manga dislect and Cyiffer {(197%321) says of this distince
tion for the Yarwa dizglect, "¥ir die Opposition /& 3/c/ lassen sich
keine *Minimal Pzirs? finden.”

Syllable Struchure

2 - o ata a2 3 . —— - - a4 . P
The oniy consonants which nay appear word final are the
sonorants,
-
§er g N ~ Ay
: wwae - 7 vy TS e | wad .
R T “:;"w.;“ l\"b'\\-""i' f\;q;‘.\ { ') ‘\,afj {C‘T.f H r; . RaSing C ;? :-'v./_-f '/"'"'ﬁ_f:‘ 1 2 ¥ e (r'..'x.y:»w'{g
G Hind o Lavs  em | ov@d marflabie,
B S SRS R e e s e o e e < 5 S 58T 8 S B i 5 S 8 o L5
g Ban g o ) p Bt g e

basic Senbtence Struchure

2. L

direct cbhject —~z8 {opt. except w. pers, prong:

vﬁse phf 2sus
uq; -3 34V

shtationary locs= =B = =ldn (< -18+3)
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‘Have® sentences ars generally exvwressed by what Imkes (15357:22],
Cyffer {1973 52), and Hubchison (Lagesﬁ} call "derived adjeciives’.
These are noun phrases with a suffined -wd, =&, or =Ci (shape depends
on p*ecedlng consonant}, This suffix is nething meTe than vhe gonie

tative case suffix and such senbtsncsg are ensaa+1a11; of The form
"L (3i5) with~Y {i.e, 'X has VV) I7 the semantic mubleet is a prow
nc‘ung a common way te express ‘have’ is a sentence of %the form
tX~hisg~wal (i.e. 'he has X'). Here perhaps the comibtative marker is
begt translated 'there exists! {i.z. ‘there exists hisz X¢3, A4 £inal
variant for either agun or pronoun abiehu is to have the subject at
the begldn&nﬁ uf the sentence but to Lwe the corres ponding pessess ive
pronoun on the possessed | thing as welli., I puggest Lhat in these
cases, the semantic subject is btoplcalized and the p:cneun is a_copy

of it. This would therefore be a sentencs with the struchure o® the
second type.
3 . 25 - "
(gag;* (20a){(TH) wd kdna-3 T hungry?
onm 5871‘“8 :I: + PPN e {7 Am Y (of i mrae
predicate s hunger-con, , {Z {an) with-hunger,
{208)(TE) kdna-nyied 1I%m huagry?
hunger my cod. {thers is my hunger’
(20¢Y(YH) ud kdnb- pvi-d *Iip hvagry?
I Thunger ny come. {&s for) me thers's my hunger
{21a)(YH) kan £33 bipGo-ri *%this ©an has a motercyle?
man thig m.2. com.
{213 (FH) bpablr-nzd-a "he has a motorcyalw

m.C. nhis com,

. L B P Q - Sy B : [ T S, . s 2
{(21e3{¥H) kom 8335 bibfr-nzd-d  'Shis man khas a moborcyels’

man this meo. hisg com.

1 % g e -
Comparatives {22){YC) d31f=t8 fri-pd doi &é *the jackal is fasber
7
a

the dogt

1Compa rative sentences reguire bthe een*ence final morphene gd, cz2lled

the "copula® by Iukas and Cyffer. This merpheme is elsswhere used
nly in non-verbal sentences with some focussed element (3ee helow ).

Cemfawat1*° can also be sypressed wverbally using the verb Psurpaast.



bUeietic sentences

For pronoun complements, all but first singular use bound pronours

{those nsed as pPoSIESIIvEe DILOQSURS .

(233(M) dags *here i% i
fngd wi ‘here I am?

Qogd-nié thays havy are!

fingd sdndc-~ni ‘here is my shoe' {compare suffired pro-
noun here with 28d ex. )
(2a)(m) < ‘here it is?
fxdnid ‘here they aze!
{The meaning difference betwesn ohrases like theze in {23) and those
in (233, if any, was nobt cleaw.)
N R AR /
(253(3) tawd-nid ithere he is?
tawd kaiimd ‘there's & cameli!

Affirmative existential use = sentence final word vbpich
bkigtorically is a verd, in productive use. In Yarwa dlalect
thie fonly forms used ars ohéid. el mb”@gxg which are for-

wha in the rredicativs
2 action of the verb 4in
o

mally ?“a personr 8g. and ; o Pls Wi
aspact {an aspect 56&6?&1‘ uged to put E
focus ), ”ke “singular" form can novw he used
plursls., In Mcnvag the sanme Ytwo forms are u

ven wasn referming %o

sed in the same way,
out Hangs alse utilizes Shis obsslsscent verb in the Perfect asprch
(a O“e“heﬂwwaﬁ” form than the Fredicative) arn % it o
pther than thind DETEOR. Vanga freguantly the

EO@t né- instead of mbé-

{26)(M) bipi~d nbéildi/mudii there are fishes'
figh pi. Dpi. / sg.
127%H)Y ngil mblidpdmbéad ‘there is waber®
yater perf. / predic.
{(23)(¥) nérkénd {perfect form 'thers is me™, 'L 'm here’



Noun Parase Stmwchurs

Houn phrases can be schermatized as follows (sSchensz adapted from
Cyffer (1973343) with szome zimplification)s

(a) (B {e) (2’ (&3 (£}

i
11
Head ¥ + Poss, + } + Rel.Ci. + Def. + Case zuffix

Pron.

Notess (1) Aay of the items (b)
& (e

{2) U-be is a NP in gemitive relabticn to [(a). {In mest :in=
viroaments the b of the geriitive case suffir <bz has
weakened to y.J

(M) fe-ni ny cow!
D A, . <
{M) fe  mai-yé 'the chief’s covw’

<
I

¢}

{2} The case suffix (£} is the suffix deterni

il d by vhe func-
tion of the NP ip the whole sentence. It i
' arnd e

thus really

&

a postpesition giverning a whele NP rather thar an -
fiectional suffix of Hhe type commonly found in Burgnean
languagses.

(2923 (¥) ci vlil-13n  dénmbkkénd ’I covered the dsor wvith & mat'
door nat dmnst. I-covared
(2003(#)Y cf phil-nf~1&n JdnzSkicdnd *I coversd the door with zy motf
Ty
{(29¢)(H} ei bdii kémi- 76~ 1 23npdkkénatl cawated the door with
a woman®s mat’

4 b P a2 2 L Y 4 s «
(2933 M) ¢l il kimbend-yden JArsSkkdnd 'T covered the door vwith
'3 o o . e gD B S e gy i
{ et my wife’s wmak?

GO iy Suwd raad ity yivdskénd '3

k7
gown®
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Relative clangse strociurs

{1} Thers ne relative pronoun or obher marker of 2 rala-

0t for subject relatives, z poonoun copy of ke
edent (bearing the appropyiate cass poestpoziticn)
ay within the clause. This sezms te be op-

o7 8il Tunchlions, however, totzal deldion azlways
gs3ible,

(3) Only twe affizmative verb aspects appesr in reletiws
clauses (at least nermal restriciive ralabtives)s fer-
fect, indiceting ctimleted actisn, srd Imperfact, in-
catiag inconplete action., This iz ir contrast €0 main
clauses, where six o elght aspects coouy.

{32)(YC) Xkinmd kdzd véri d&iilne ©§  5EtE~nzd béediin

weman big food she-cooks def, chil.her shese-23lls
‘the blg woman whe is cooking food is caliling her child”

(33)(¥%) =z3urd dzd-8 1i3in=sd-76 binné nedvd s3din

indesed thing=pl. growepl.-dab.hazrm muc
=7

ba!
dp a lot «Ff harm t¢ things that grov’

1zn  kunlo-=nyi samme harenin

s agurmm = - 5 ooy ke g S T I I T SN
Nos  FES. L~bDU inst farm-my  all  Z-wlll has

T e > Sy E vt v e L W g - o~ & U Bl
I will bhos my whol som with the hoe that I bought yeubemilay’

LS ] Ry 3 3 2 Sis
1&7f3nvénd- d4  Tame ndd-rd im

8
weman her-d.t. HErZ. lot. vwe-zieeted def. house our goal she-not

‘the woman whom we greebed in the marked did not come o
nge’

) 3 “ 1, ” - - 7 o
(36 (M) kanm ldwar wil8kkdnd-"41 ¥kom mii- vd
man news I-told dof.pan chief=-gen.

(37)(YH) kam keymeema  shi-ro  kasuu-lan manzeksna-de—{yai  wpaitens
ef

mnan nowe-eunph., hin~dat., nark.-loc, I-speak

a S e
SO wWodnEn

gj
5
FCO f(1]
o {3
2 fode
B

3
i
<
o

i
8]
®

o

jobe




Karars - 12

Instrumental relstive

(38)(M) b8 k¥skd cd1léwiini-Bi  =8115n3
d def, it-unhafted
*the axe with which I chopped wood became unhafbed?

{393(YH) =z2ds bano ghi~len Iulg-nyi samme barvensna=Jis
it i

this hoe 1 nst. farm ny all  I-hoed  def,

\Se‘g ?m%}l— §;:7

3

Yerd Morphology

Verb categories ~ Verbs are of two types, with the Ffollowing
designaﬁians from Lukas {19371

-skin verds ~nin verds

These terms simply refer to the form of the muffix 24ded to the verd
root to mark first person singuler impsrfect, e.g. df-skin ®T will do®
(a =gkin verd) and 18=nin 'I will go' (a =nin verb), o

From a hisborical point of view, there ig a2 *glaple clzzs® (%he
~gkin verbs), and a “compound class {the =nin veﬁba)“ The lattex
Yerbs are composed of a meaming bearing shem pius suffixes whish are
refleves of a vﬂrb recoustmuctable as amamsxcin {£ nin in ths medern
Yarwa dialect) ®say, think®, which is itseif a =-gkin verb. This
mzans of varb f”ImJtlﬁn ie very productive, and any stem which cemnlid
have some reasensbis verbal 3e¢;ing rﬂn wuzeﬂbiaiﬁy e made inve =
=nin verb, %hsrwmEs Refleves of the verbd *ps-skin is sFill in use
ag an indeps nuemt verb, but it is highly defective, nad been deformsd
through sound change, maﬁ iz most uses f“acclﬂnn 30*9 as a gr mftic&l
morphene than a verd with apn indepsndent z

the deformation 1rvoiveh9 conpare

Sermuential as R

fad
w
“,(,‘.-(';AG £ 7‘_{? 1lena?® 0 "f"’n’"{"" 2
Sgw R LARKESET LORGUBRCHIVE .

{(41) Yarwa (1) Maunra

4¢.

ngé ks le~-nge 1€<kkad 'I went:
- B D Y
nsn ingd  Yyou said?  lédenem 1é-ndné  ‘Syou weod?
59 cind ‘hs said? 1éwgB 18-85 The went®
The Torm of simples verbe inflected For person asd aspect is
schematized as follows for the Yerws dislecte

(22) isg. h [ gk~

25‘?0 i

285, se— | Verb {
Root

:ipl ° “Zf‘“

:‘:‘ng & wafyfees
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This is Che conjugational pdttﬂgﬁ for :ﬁggg yerds.  Since verbs
are essentially stems wiih ﬁbngﬁéuheﬁ forms of The -33n verdb “wi-skin
guffxied o them, ~nin verbs can be incorperated ints the schem of
(#2) by adding the sten %o the left =nd supplying the appropriads
reflex of igg: © . for ¥erd Root,

Hithin each of Uhe majer divisions, -skin and -n.p, bthere are
nmumsrous sub-categories Gspending on tone y Fisal oo 3@ ment, and
certain gthary fQCuGT Tukas {19%7) and Cyffer {1973 ﬂg into cone
giderabie detail on these classes.

Asvechs ~ The Tullest discnssion of the semapitics and syandax

of the verb aspects is Schubert (1572}, Both lLukas {7Q57) and
Cyffer \197j) cover the Formzal debsils. Th 3

following is meant
simpiy to give an idea of formia 64ffe ene en Muxacwa Follow-

ing Schubert and Cyffer, I have scranged t

£ L‘D

Aspects (vollendeten Modil, Iu804?3°L14 35pectf {géfolierm ten
Modi), and Agpectless (Moduglios).” Fer each aspect,

axanples are glven
P.

oF The verbs di-ziin 'dsT brd lewrin 'ge’ in % vst and bhird
W"‘ T A o - P . -
persons singular {Yarwa examples axe Ireom Crxifexr).

Perfectes Synbtacticslly “uneutral” 1
Dccurs to the exclusion of gher aff
arious Types of subordinste ¢l e

e for expressing completed scilon.
rmative COuDLri; - peact
a3 {bub c?. Tunchions of ths ﬁezt

%V
2.3 [ Ve
GArXee asgECisS ).
- 3 A o .,
far Iarua Manp
& . " bed Vi ) v re q
(4% diwgicefng 3 emrmsnd Teedriednd
sy CH K - % D& _ 7k
5&-d=~gna LEwg=tn: Lg=i-ona

Eaphatic (L]
the action of
conotitunent

S L]
1f ever, used in

(a4} ok =1}

Pg sz Refewrs
Wit it 4g the comple
in ith the Perlect m
way dng14sh past conzrasﬁs wzth Eablish present per

- o . S v N - -
{15%  cladbuwsgked  kI-dd-kkd 1Leegf-si=d

[¢2Y
i
&
¢

s

&
§8=d=0 KT wd8een=d ldeg

Lu“as and Cyffer raccbﬂ-ve a anamg
”ﬁd a Da@aadenu Puture {&bhinciges
1 t leagt, these are
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Bapurl - 22
The vert ‘*say’ tekes complements with the dircct oblect pestposition, -
S - i . Al i3 Y 1, <, ™ oy
(94)(YL} ngdliémé kXam- v& nfwté-pyi-ys  fiexd Jd73shi-cd  odigsnyd
nevaer pergon subj.stayivg-az-subi.y  iil~usrmed=-do.o he-nod
ne~do. 88y
‘never has znyons said thet my staying has harnmed mel
Complemsnts to nouns Hake the genitive postpositien.
ES S % 9 £ % 3
{953{TL.) nhivar Réyi-vd shi-gd Fadfjin- Dbé
naws Rabi subj.him-do.o he~-followsz gen.
the news that Habi was following him?
Seguential verb formss The basic uses of the ssgusnbial is te indicats
actions in a series, in which case gll vsrbs but ths Jlzzt are in the
sequential {see 96)., Thz sequential is now alss used in DuRETEUS
constructions where this literal transiabion gives way ¢s & verb +
complemant gense. LL@GEG%ﬁiﬂgly the “"nigher” sementic verb is some-
tires vhe "main® verb {97), sometimes the mequeniizl {33), depending
on factors not clear to me,
Ve
o~ . . P A N . I‘g“e?ﬂk é_m?
(963() fév-lzn  iince ieiz  Tériu ki3kdeySe 1w gﬂgg;g 3
vge i he~dismount he-z gEne I3Ce 5 .
hors gcc(Ze:* 3 ?;nog 3 B3¢ L3% (hewsat (past)
G VPR ihe-sit {imper
~ -~ — _— . .
: {aismouated . ; SR { s8at {
¢ P (Ffron the Lorsa, T .4 v, and Lo at
ae Ib_ll Gismount) " ¢ BOLES, (will zZo b 1513,}5
the base of the tree!
{97)(¥H) pgumaje sds  dinzs
shirt this it-gst-uld
{sequ. )
(98)(¥H) %nika rannge  lensuyi ¢1 wasn't abvle to go
- o . vesterday®
yes. Ll=be-able I-not-go ¢

{

LS

(sequ. )

neg.perf.
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