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3.1. Nouns

3.1.1. Forms of noun stems. Common nouns potentially have three
different stem:forms-aepending on other morphemes which are suffixed
to them: a "determiner stem" used with nunation (3.1.1.1) and
definite determiners (3.2.1-2), a "definite form" used when no
suffixes are attached (3.1.1.2), and a "genitive stem" used as the
first member of a genitive construction (3.1.1.3).

3.1.1.1. "Determiner stem", nunation, and gender. When modified by
the Previous Reference Marker (3.2.Tj; demonstratives (3.2.2),
genitive pronouns (3.3.3), or "nunation" (see below), nouns take a
stem form characterized by a particular vowel preceding the suffix.
This vowel can be analyzed as having high tone, though the tone may
change by regular phonological rules. Common nouns are cited with a
suffix ~n, called nunation by R. Lukas (1967/68) and adopted in Schuh
(1 974/7"T); 1977) and here. Since factors governing the presence and
absence of nunation are pervasive I will begin by characterizing its
function, origin, and form. Constructions with all the other
categories of suffix mentioned above can be thought of merely as
using the same stem with nunation replaced by the category in
question.

In Schuh (1974/75, 1977) 1 accepted J. Lukas' (1968:102) claim
that nunation is an overt mark of indefiniteness. Evidence for this
analysis is of several types. First, nunation is mutually exclusive
with definite determiners (3.2.1-2) and cannot be used with the head
nouns of a genitive construction (--------). Second, nouns which are
semantically definite do not take nunation in ci tat ion form, e. g.
compass points and other specific locational words (weela 'north',
am@kaala 'right (hand)', damto 'near') words referring to specific
times (t@naa 'now', waya 'next year', p@D@ku'in the morning'),
proper names (Jlaawi,~ku, Muuza, Caakwa), and terms of reference
or address, includ ing all vocati ves (daada, 'elder sister', ~a~)a
'elder brother', baara 'elder paternal uncle>, kwaami 'my frien! .
(Note that proper names can appear with nunation to mean "someone by
the name ... ", e.g. Jlaawaan, Caakwan.) Third, when a noun is
specific by the nature of the context where it is used, it lacks
nunation. Thus, in greeting phrases such as Nga maduwa? 'how's the
household?' or sentences such as naa-gwza ii ask} >1 am returning to
the market', only a specific household (maduwa) or market (aski) must
be intended. Fourth, in narrative, a newly introduced character,
thing, etc. will be cited with nunation, but any subsequent mention
of that referent will have the definite form (3.1.1.2) or will have
some definite determiner (3.2). See the chart in Schuh (1977:29) and
here in 3.2.1 comparing the uses of nunation with uses of other
determined noun forms; for further discussion of nunation as a marker
of indefiniteness, see 3.2.3.

In Schuh (1974/75, 1977) I further argued that nunation was
originally a definite determiner which was weakened semantically. The
original non-determined citation form can be seen in dialects which
do not use nunation, here illustrated by Gashua Bade. Determiner
stems are formed as follows: (a) feminine nouns originally ending in
short a, i, u simply suffix the determiner and add high tone; (b)
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masculine nouns ending in Shirt a. i. u replace the final vowel with
-aa-, suffix the determiner, and add high tone; (c) masculine nouns
ending in a consonant add the determiner with epenthetic -@- bearing
high tone inserted before it (there seem to have been i1C) femin ine
nouns ending in consonants at the level of proto-Bade); (d) nouns
ending in long vowels, regardless of gender, suffix the determiner
and add high tone. The o~ly noun known to me which originally ended
in long *-aa is 'town'; the vowels written here as ~ and 0 are
always lo~underlyingly (in WB the diphthongs *ai and *~ have
changed to e and 0, whereas in GB *e and *0 have changed to the
correspond i ng d iphfhongs ); there are no word -final long -uu' s. The
vowel -i(i) in final position is always heard short in GB, but in WB
in a small proportion of the examples it appears as long. The
following examples all have nunation as the determiner.

Western Bade Gashua Bade

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

afan (f)
akun (f)
gumc@n (f)

g~maan (m)
kunaan (m)
~vjaan (m)

mazar@n (m)

Dac@n (m)

Daan (f)
gunen (f)
ugzen (m)
apson (f)
akon (m)
dabiin (f)
maap@ndlin (m)

afa
aku
gumci

~gma

kunu
~vji

mazal

'yat

Daa
gunai
ugzai
~psau

akau
dabi
maap@ndii

sun
'goat'
'chin'

'thigh'
'stomach'
'monkey'

(WB) 'castrated goat'
(GB) 'billy-goat'
'hair'

'town'
'hip joint'
'pubic hair'
'Bauhinia reticulata'
'back"
'hoe'
'young man

Thus, in WB gender can be overtly distinguished between nouns ending
in -an (f) or -aan (m). For nouns ending in -@n, gender is not
over1JY differen1Tafed, although historically the:3ource of the @'s
is different--feminine < *-i or -u, masculine < *¢. For nouns ending
in long vowels there is no overt phonological differentiation
historically or synchronically.

Two further correlations of the -aa- form of the Determiner Stem
may be noted. First, a large numb~of nouns in GB and Ngizim
terminate in -ak, where the k is not part of the etymological root.
All these are masculine nouns cited with final -aan in WB: akaraan
'thief' (GB akalak), azaan 'arm' (GB azak), fuwaa~orn' (GB fuwak),
gwamaan'ram' 1GB gomak), az~maan 'Acacia seyal' (GB az~mak). A
second, semantic category which is invariably cited with -aan is mass
nouns. In Amshi, these take plural agreement in demonstratives
(3.2.2): p@jaan 'bran' (GB p@ji), aabaan 'shit' (GB aabu) , anyaan
'milk' (GB anyi), aptaan 'flour' (GB apta), tagdaan--rnoney" (GB
tagda). ---- ----
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3. 1. 1- 2. "Definite forms" (1). Nouns can appear without nunation or
any other determiner. The-:Principal uses for this form are (1)
citation forms of inherently specific nouns such as those listed at
the beginning of 3.1.1.1; (2) mention in a narrative of a previously
mentioned referent if no other definite determiner is used:

Nna no urak@n 1 DeN wunajan 2 DeN @v j an
3

; uraku
4

da g@mti wunaja5 DeN

@vji 6 i waran yauno wunaja
1

da karDi @vji S '

'Now (there was) ~ leopard 1 [nun.] and a dog2 [nun.] and a a

monkeY3 [nun.]; well, the leopard 4 [PRM--3.2.1J brought together

the dog
5

[DF] with the monkeY6 [DFJ in wrestling and the dog1

[DF] threw down the monkeys [DFJ.'

(3) verbal nouns, when used as head of a verb phrase in the
Imperfective (3.S.3.6); (4) locative relational words (-------)
wi thou t nominal complements (aci @kf-ii tkU,llr 'he went [ins ide J ' ,
Diitowat@n@n tl-e [sku] 'the D"I"r""ds flew up_ ; (5) usually when a
noun is the head of a locative phrase (aci ukt@ karen ii LaDa] 'he
took the load on the [head]', n@jlaw ii suwe=o-Lbdam] 'r-sat at the
edge of the [road]'~ n@ p aam~ ~unu-~lakeJ >1 poured water
in the [water pot J' -,- cangar@naaDaN[akwiJ>liceareonthe
[goats]'). - --

This last use led R. Lukas (1961/6S:202-204) to call this form
of the noun Lokativform. However, from (1) and (2) it is clear that
the principal use of the form is wi th nouns which have specific
referents, either knnown from the meaning of the noun itself or from
the context where it appears. Indeed, it is impossible to use this
form with nouns functioning non-referentially or generically. The
locative usage in (5) is striking in that it is difficult to explain
in many of its occurrences. In some cases, of course, reference to
locations would be referential by the circumstances in (1) or (2).
There are cases, however, where this eX,Planat ion is not available,
e.g. @bjlam@n p@mBi da Dyawi uktlera aa Lv@ki] 'a hyena once had her
children in LalholeJ--(note tnat hye~ has nunation; moreover, this
phrase occurs at the beginning of a story). Phrases wi th location
words bearing nunation are not necessarily ungrammatical, e. g. sai
kayi da ne a-skuk [duwun] 'then the squirrel came on top of--ra
horse r-: """'The explanation for the frequent use of this form in
locative phrases even where the noun has not been previously
mentioned seems to depend on poorly understood pragmatic factors. It
is not the locative use per se which determines that nouns appear in
this form, but rather some broader factor which seems to have to do
with known reference. Thus, following Schuh (1911), I have chose the
term Definite Form rather than Lukas' "locative form".

The usages in (3) and (4) require a different explanation. With
respect to (4), I quote Schuh (1911:31):
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· .. only nouns functioning as heads of noun phrases take
determiners. Relational words like kunu ['inside'l never take
nunation. They can take the P[reviousJ R[eferenceJ M[arker],
but the function of the PRM here is to mark deletion of a
noun phrase, not to mark previous reference of the relational
word.. In a phrase 1 ike: a kunu-N maduwa ' in the house' (1 it:
at belly-of house), kunu:functions much like -side or top in
English ' inside (the house)', ' on top (of the house) ~The
exact structure of such phrases is not clear, but the words
kunu-, '-side', and 'top' are certainly not the heads of
nouns phrases. When words are used in functions other than
the head of a noun phrase we are no longer in a position to
say that they have determiners at all. Thus, in phrases like
[r i kunu ' inside' ] absence of a suffix is not a sign of a ¢
det"erIii'Iiler. Such phrases simply illustrate forms these
relational words take when not acompanied by a noun phrase
complement or some overt mark of a deleted noun phrase
complement.

A similar explanation applies to (3), where verbs serving as heads of
Imperfecti ve constructions do not take nunation or any other overt
determiner (see 3.8.3.6 for many examples). Note that verbal nouns
used as complements to verbs (-------) can take nunation, e.g. a
jaw-e baran 'let's go hunting'. Here the verbal noun is the head of a
noun phrase, at least in syntactic sruface structure.--

In Schuh (1974/75, 1977) I argue that definite forms are a
historical reflex of citation forms of nouns. We would therefore
expect these forms to be identical to the citation forms in other
dialects (taking regular sound changes into account). However, this
is often not the case--compare the following WB Definite Forms with
the GB forms in the list found in 3.1.1.1:

(a) afa
akwi = aku, ,
gumc

(b) g@mi
kunu
@vji

(c) mazar
Daci

(d) Da
gune
ugze
aPSD
aka
dabi

'sun
'goat'
'chin'

'thigh'
'stomach'
'monkey'

'castrated goat'
'hair'

'town'
'hip joint'
'pubic hair'
'Bauhinia reticulata'
'back'
'hoe'

There is considerable var~ation, even with one speaker in the
Definite Forms of many nounsl (seeSchuh (1977:17) for a small dialect
survey), e.g. kayaan 'squirrel' with DF ffa~~ or kjllb (GB kayak),
d@laan 'jackal' with DF d@tr or d@la (G la), aan 'monitor
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lizard' with DF ~1gbi or mugba (GB m@gba), aabaan 'shit' with DF aabu
or aaba (GB aabu . Two major areas of discrepancy exist betweenwE
Definite Forms and citation forms elsewhere. The vast majority of
Definite Forms have final low tone, regardless of tone elsewhere; and
masculine nouns with -aan in ,citation forms most frequently end in -i
but often vary between -i and -a, with a smaller number always ending
in -a (mnyaan 'mouth' with D~-mnya only) and very few ending in -u.

Feminine nouns usually show the original final vowel in Definite
Forms, though tone may differ; masculine nouns which originally ended
in consonants usually have Definite Forms in final -i, though some
end in a consonant. -

Significantly, the areas of discrepancy are just those are$).
where using nunation in citation forms has caused neutralization of
former distinctions. viz. nunation always requires final high tone,
and masculine nouns originally ending in -a, -i, or -u all have -aan
with nunation. It seems th~t the citation forms are now taken as
"basic" in WB and that the creation of Definite Forms is moving
toward certain regularized patterns, esp. final low tone and final
-i for masculine nouns (f~nal -i seems to be spreading even to
feminine nouns--cf. gUDkwan 'pot' with DF gUDkwa or gUDkwi (GB
guDkwa) and 'goat' above).

3.1.1.3. "Genitive stem" (form of head noun in genitive
construct ions) . When a noun appears as -=me- heaa-noun of N + N
genitive constructions (-----), special rules determine its form. All
nouns in this position take final low tone (which may be raised by
Tone Raising, 2.5.1). Taking the vowel preceding nunation as basic,
all nouns exept masculine no~ns with -aa- before nunation retain the
same vowel in geni ti ve constructions:-The vowel -aa --> -@- in all
cases (with the exept ion of mnyaan 'mouth; edge-;- which-samet imes
appears as -mnya, e.g. mnya karagaan 'the edge of the
bush')(see------and Schuh (1977:sec.tion 3.2.2) for more examples and
for forms of the linking morpheme !k!);

aDan (f) 'head' (GB aDa) aDa-g duwun 'head of a
horse

,

s@n (f) 'bottom' (GB si) s@-g d@maan 'base of a
tree

,

siilaan (m) 'bone
,

(GB siilak) siil@-g duwun 'bone of a
horse

,

zayaan (m) rope (GB zayi) zaayi-g yaaga-w
,

for therope
boundary

,

kunaan (m) 'inside
,

(GB kunu) kunu-k s@ra ' . the well'ln
Baramaan (m)

,
grain bin

,
(iGB Balama) Baram@-g jaDan 'bin of

peanuts
,

Dac@n (m) 'feathers' (GB 'yat) Dac@-k iyaakaan 'feathers of a
hornbill'

ren (m)
,
place

,
(1GB lai) re-g amat@n

,
place of

women
gunen (f) 'hip joint' (GB gunai) gune-g duwun 'hip joint of

a horse
,

akon (m) 'back' (GB akau) ako-g ziyam@n 'back of an
ostrich'
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in Lukas

3.1.2. Noun plural formation. There are several types and subtypes of
plural morphology. These serve as a "pool", wi th different villages
exploiting each type to ~ different extent. With a few minor
exceptions, all the types ,Ilisted in Lukas (1967/68) are used in
Amshi, but the type used wilh a particular root is often different.
The most ~roductive types in Amshi are -awat- and -aaCo- (see (2) and
(4) below). A th i rd very co~mon, but less product i ve type, is -@n­
(see (1 ) below). Many nouns ¢ay use either of the two most productive
types, e. g. @gviiD@n 'ni~ht' with plurals @gviiDawat@n@n or
@gviiDaaDen,andmanynouns'lwhichuselessproductive plurals also
can be used with one of these, e. g. @ktlaan ' cow' with plurals
@ktlaan or @ktlawat@n@n. Plurals are not sensi ti ve to
gender--masculine and femin[ne nouns are distributed through all
plural classes. Borrowed worns are also incorporated into one of the
common Bade patterns, e.g. aRlen 'writing board' « Rausa or Kanuri)
with plural allowat@n@n.

Like singulars, plurals of nouns are cited with nunation, but
nunation is absent under the same circumstances as for singulars
(3.1.1). Suffix citations l~sted below are the plural suffix minus
nunation. "Singular stem" in discussion below refers to the singular
form minus nunation and the ~owel preceding nunation.

Refere~es to Lukas b$low are to section numbers
(1967/68). I

(1) Plurals with ~ suffix -@J- (or rarely -an-)

The most common subtype adds -@n- plus nunation directly to the
singular stem. Tone of the suffix-r:s-low if the preceding consonant
is a voiced obstruent; for voiceless and sonorant consonants, my
notes show many cases where tone is high even wi th preceding low.

gaskamaan gaskam@n@n 'rooster'
biilaan biil@n@n razor
gangan gang@n@n 'large drum'
daawan daawun@n 'francolin'
ngas@n ngas@n@n 'spear
paat@n paat@n@n 'cat'
gapton gapt@n~n 'feather'
baacaan (f. bacaken) baac@n@n 'one who does/owns ... '

Nouns with labialized velar as their last consonant £~~~labialize
this in the plural (t@rkwaan 'orphan', pl. t@rkun@n) but ~ few nouns
do not: ?,(\o\"., ,,,', ,',' ':r~.;.," " .-: "_·Z'.·

;\. '(~~~~~~ :~~:@~:ln: ~~~§er- {'::-' ;',;.,-
\. guskwaan g@sk@n@n 'worm' //'" .. r",

I(The following nouns have sUf~.xes in the singular which are absent in
the plural. The first two ave a feminine derivational suffix -ak

• I" ! (cf. also the feminine form or 'one who does/owns ..• ' above, which
. t ~
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.... fish ....

.... palm fronds ....

.... tooth ....

....testicle ....

v@n@n
aaDy@n@n
nyanyin
anan@n

neutralizes with the masculine in the plural). The other two have a
suffix -uwa- of unknown function. Note that the words for .... fish .... ,
.... tooth .... , and .... testicle .... lack nunation in the plural, perhaps to avoid
three -VN- sequences in a row.

. '. '" J.-t •.x.'),r

~
\. "j;'

.' v@nakon
I .', .••. " aaDyuwaken

\' ,," ,. - ')p -

V". 0)" '. '\' nyanyuwaan .. ~
~ ~ ~ .............,. .

ananuwaan
~ "....;

A few nouns reduplicate a syllable when adding this suffix:

@zdaan
guram@n
mag@ravaan
mangaan
ngwaa-

@zd@d@n@n
gurarm@n@n
mag@rarv@n@n
mang@g@n
ngilgun

vein ....
.... dum palm ....
.... guest, stranger ....
.... friend.... (
.... household.... no nunation)

A small number of nouns add -an- rather than -@n-:

jag@raan
k@riig@maan
zawan

jag@ran@n quiver
k@riig@man@n lizard ....
zawan@n stick ....

The noun gwamaan .... ram .... inserts log -aa- in the root and changes tone:
gwaam@n~n.

(2) Plurals with -t- suffixes

-Vwat- v = ii or e if these vowels precede nunation; otherwise V
= a [~

- tone of -Vwa- is Lo-Lo unless preceding syllable is high
and consonant preceding V is not a voiced obstruent

In Amshi these plurals end in -@n@n, suggesting that the suffix
should be -Vwat@n- plus nunation. However, comparative evidence shows
the Amshi dialect is us ing "double" nunation. Fi rst, dialects that
don .... t use nunation have a plural suffix -awat but not *-awat@n, e.g.
Gashua Bade bul .... gown .... , pl. bulawat. Second, in the dialect(s)
described in Lukas, section 104, the plural adds just -awat@n, e.g.
k@nc@r@n .... giraffe .... , pl. k@nc@rawat@n. However, in Amshi the first -@n
is now interpreted as part of the suffix as evidenced by Definite
Forms (3.1.1.2) such as aajluwawat@ni .... (the) grey herons .... , found in
texts.

@jlgiin
gumaajlin
agilren
raken
baden
ben
@fcaan
akaraan
@vdan

@jlgiiwat@n@n
gumaajiiwat@n@n
agurewat@n@n
rakewat@n@n
badewat@n@n
bewat@n@n
@fcawa1:1@n@n
akarawa!t@fin
@vdawatJ@n@n

.... blind person

.... shirt ....

.... hare ....

.... bed ....

.... Bade person ....

.... thing ....

.... mat ....

.... thief ....

.... open space
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miiwan
kwam@n
kuuD~n

Diiton
haron
kazaan
p@rdon
Daan

mi i wawat@n@n
kwamawat@n@n
kuuDawat@n@n
Diitawat@n@n
harawa-p@n@n
kazawat@n@n
p@rdowat@n@n
Dawat@n@n

nursing mother'
'bull'
'tortoise'
'bird'
'root'
'heart'
'locust'
'town'

Three nouns were found using this plural type without double nunation:

fuwaan
kaamnaan
madawaan

fuwawat@n
kaamnawat@n
madawawat@n

'horn'
'friend of opposite sex
'shepherd'

-(ag)et-: Lukas (sections 99, 101) lists a number of nouns with these
plural suffixes; only four were found in Amshi (as with -Vwat- these
have double nunation in Amshi):

@vjaan

nsaan

kaamon

zanen

@vjaget@n@n
(= @vjawat@n@n)
nsaget@n@n
(= ns@n@n)
kaamet@n@n
(Lukas, section
zanet@n@n

'monkey'

'hippopotamus'

'farm'
100, kaamot@n)

'man's gown'

-at- Lukas (section 98) lists nine nouns of this type; only four were
found in Amshi, one with double nunation, the other two without:

'wife'

;~{i~%Mid'
'male'

lakwanaamaan
maDgaan
aman
§~~¥ian
g@ms@n

I akwanaamat@n@n
maDgat@n

1 amat@n

1 msat@n

'court parasite'
'follower'

(3) Plurals with the suffix -c@n-

This plural is found wi th very few nouns in Western Bade but is
common in Ngizim. , ,.,:''l.':

@tlkum@n
mzam@n
ngar@n

@tlkwamc@n@n
mzanc@n@n
ngarc@n@n

'fool'
'hunter'
'old person'

The following nouns take this suffix with deleted or added consonants:

makwataan makwac@n@n
akuyaan akuyaakc@n@n
kwalamaan kwalam4akc@n@n

(4) Plurals with vocalic sUf~ixes
I
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-aaCo-

I
I

C = repetition of last stem consonant for most nouns; for a
smaller number of nouns, -aa- is inserted between the
last two stem consonants

tone of -aa- is low unless preceding tone is high and
consonant preceding -aa- is not a voiced obstruent

abaan
dungwaan
t@ban
b@gjlan
kazam@n
v@k@n

aayap@n
kut@raan
gutaan
maany@m@n
kuDgum@n
maap@ndlin

-@Co- and -@Ce-

abaabon 'bow'
dungwa~gon 'leper'
t@baabo~ 'woven pot cover
b@gjlaajlon 'pigeon'
kazamaa~on 'young woman
v@kaakon 'hole'

aayapaapon 'fault'
kutaaron 'puppy
gwaaton 'ear'
maanyaamon 'boy'
kuDgwaamon 'widow'
maap@ndaayon 'young man

_._--~

f' ~. r \,; .' :/ ,~'", ....:...-=-~~._ .._,./
A small number of nouns add these suffixes. C in
is a reduplication of the last stem consonant.
exhausti ve list from my Amshi materials; Lukas
several more.

all cases I recorded
The followin~ is an
(section 110) lists

dan
Daan
hwiiDaan
matlan
wunaajaan
(singular

aDuDon
amumon
(= amaam6n)
d@don
D@Don
hwiiDuDon
matl@tlon
'~"@n'~' ChJ~;r I

is a compound 'son of dog';

'head'
'hand'

eye
'town'
'cheek'
'wound'
'dog'

some dialects have jaan)

-0- and -e-

Lukas (section 93) gives a few plurals formed by simple vocalic
suffixes, e.g. f@faan 'breast' pl. f@fon (= form used as singular in
Amshi), am@n 'hand' pl. amen. kThe only noun pluralized in this way in
Amshi is~an@n 'day' ~w~non, with deletion of prefixed ii- of
the singular. ---

-(@n)aan (and -(@n)an?)

Several nouns add suffixes which show -aa- before nunation (three
examples below have -a-, whiph could bea- transcription error; in
Amshi I found no plurals enping in -@nan, e.g. fdgan 'arrow' pI.
@dg@nan, such as those given by Lukas, sect ion 95 . It is poss i ble
that these were originally coblectives; mass and collective nouns in
WE typically end in -aan {ka1~waan 'tuwo', saasaan 'meat', etc.) and
take plural agreemen~.2.2 It is significant that most nouns with
these plurals are feminine, derived nouns (3.9.2.1.2) with no
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I

!
masculine counterparts (cf.' Arabic where feminines are used as
"singulatives" of collectives). These plurals can be divided into
four types: (a) -aan added directly to the stem; (b) -aan added to
the stem with the last stem consonant reduplicated; (c)~aan added
to the stem; (d) -@naan added to the stem with the second to last
stem consonant reduplicated. 1 Wi th the exception of 'thorn', plurals
of feminine derived nouns in -ako/e- retain -k- of the feminine
suffix before the plural suf[ix. The following is an exhaustive list
from my materials:

(a) @ktlan
j i i j@makon

(b) akan
apson
agwDon

(c) apapiiwan
m@saakon
ngaafakon

(d) @pcaarakon
asakon
g@rawan

haayakon
marakon
patlaken

(5) Internal vowel

@ktlaari
jiij@m4an

I

ak@kaart
aps@sart (? -aa-)
agwDuD~an

apaPii~l@naan
m@saak naan
ngaaf@ ,an (? -aa-)

@pcaariirk@naan
asask@r1aan
f!,@raru~anaan
(? g@rarw@naan)
haYaik~naan
marark naan
patlat k@nan(?-aa-)

change

cow
'thorn'

'fire'
'Bauhinia reticulata'
'Balatines aegyptiaca'

'Cenchrus catharticus'
'tamarind'
'old nanny goat'

'Calotropis procera'
'stalk'
'gourd bottle'

'jujube'
'large fish trap'
'large water pot'

In addition to the -aaCo- plJrals listed in (4) above, which might be
classified as using internal vowel change, Lukas lists four others
(section 112). I found only ne such plural in Amshi:

d@maan dam@n 'wood, tree'

(6) Suppletive and irregular plurals

Rare or unique plural suffixes occur in the following:

etive plurals:

'goat'
'old man'

ar plural of ngar@n 'old person')

'l?erson'
'(sg.) side of body; (pl.) ribs'
'horse'
'gazelle'
'chicken'

a feminine form (3.9.2.1.2) apparently
dialects use the base form singular,

mdan
ararg@n@n
duwaan @n@n
aayeg@naan
kaaz@D

of 'chicken' i
plural; some

The following nouns

akun
gagaraan

md@n
aaraan
duwun
aayln
kaaz@Dakon
(The singular
based on the
kaazan. )
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gaaraan (m)}
gaar@n (f)
maany@m@n

wunyan

wun@n 'son'
wunyan 'daughter'

karg6n 'important person; elder sibling'

yaaron 'boy' (pl.'boys','boys and girls'
(= more common Amshi pl. maanyaam6n)
maany~a-N amat~n 'girl' (pl. "female children")
uktle

k
'offspring' (unspec. for gender)

~ktl~ msat@n 'sons' (pl."male offspring")
uktl~! amat@n ' daughters' (pl. "female offsprin€
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Fbotnotes, I Section 3.1

1 Historically GB D8.a, WE D8.an 'tr,iWYl' is probably related to WE D@han
'land, country', tne-two syrrable having been reduced to one through
elision of the h, wi th the merged syllable forming a long vowel. In

modern Bade, bofh words stil~ exist with the distinct meanings noted
here.


