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I. Word Order in Chlldic

Thongh WI. have syntactic doellmentatiou for relatively few of the 1flO or
more Chntlie Iltllgllnges, wlmt information we do Imve shows that !uuong
CIIIUlil' IlIlIgllIlgllS we liutl two hllSil. word ordl.r t.ypes. HVX is uy liU' tlw
most eOllllllon. This is tlw exdnsive 01'1101' reporLod in EIIHt. Cllllllic lan­
gllllgl~s, it is virtually tlw exclusive order in WesL Cllllllic, and it is Lhe most
common order in CenLml Chadic (= Bill-Mandai'll + Malla).' However, VSX
is Lhe 11l1sic word order in some fairly well doeumenLed Centl'ltl Chadic lan­
gnages, e. g. Lamang (WOI,I"j<' [1983]), Podoko (JARVIS [1\)81]), and Oud'c
(llosKlsoN [1983]). Two puulished compllmLive-hilltorical studies, Ji'RAJZYN­
omn (I \)84) and WII,LlAMS (1989) propose a reconstructed ul\.sic wOl'd order
Ii II' proLo-Clmdic. Despite the fad tlml, SVX ill todlty I,he most common
Ol'llf~r 1(,f'I'OSS ClllUlic, hoth tllOse sl,lldil\S l'I.construd bllsic proto-Clllldic
word order with posLveJ'lll1l Huujcets WHA,'lI:YNllllm rceollsl.l'IlCting VBX
order lill' 1111 sentence types, WILLIAMS VB for intmnsitive verus uuL SVX
for tmnsitive). Although my thinking differs somewhat from that or thesc
two previous writers, I suggest developments whieh Ilhare with their recon­
structions It postverual position for suujects as the uasic neutl'lll order for
proto-Chadic sentences (§ (i below).

Bcf()I't~ tUl'lling to the centnd topic of thitl paper, word order in Miylt, I
should speoify what I mean by "llllsic word order". For our purposes, I will

• MiYll is a West Chadic Illngullge of the "North Bauehi" group. It ill Ilpoken by
perllllps 5,(01) people in the area of MiyIL town in Bauchi I';tILte, Nigeria. I did field
work 011 MiYIL in I IJ82-83 while I wall II Visiting Professor in t.he Department of
Nigeriun 111ll( Afrielln Lllngullgell ILt Ahrnadu Bello University, Zilria, Nigeria. This
rpljellreh was 11lIpport.e<llJy a grant fToll1 the Wenner·Oren Founrlal,ion for Anl.hropo·
logil'1l1 Itt's,,"r"' .. My \.hl1nks t.o SILrkin MiYI1, Vl1ziyl1 Chil'OlI1l1, 1I11111dll ROjll, llnd the
people of MiYIL. I would IIIIlO litle to thank Neil Skinner, who cOlTrectly Iluggelll,ed
that MiYIL would be IL good place for linguistic fieldwork,

I NI.;I\'MAN (1977) hl18 four lI1ajor Chadie branches (West, Biu-Mllndara, Ma8a,and
~1I1lt), wherells JUNOIIAITIIMA Yll ILnd SIIIMIZIJ (1981), JUNIIlIAITIIMAYIl Ilnd IrmIS1.I­
~lOw (19IJ4) have three (Wellt, Cent.l'lll, ILnd East). All the VSX languages aTe in
Newllllln's Biu-MandaTa Branch.
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Nditl/'YIII\1"y,t!;:.d,.1

liylllly-dz,d'J

Nd illPya .i-ria 1Iltr
t1J/l aa him
l(riO I/ftk(( /uokriciy hi,

I//CI'II.lIIhd nll-uft /ld})(illl

3. MiYIL NOlllinal SuLjeet.H

:3.1. Independent Ml1in ClnulSes . , "

N . I lSubJ'eets u!illldly I'l'eeede the verb in illdependen~ mILln. e1aul>es,
onllna· , t' venmtlOnlll dlllCOUI'He,. " . lividual senten"l'l> used as st.at.cmen H11\ eon .

I. t.. III IIIl '(_ t' I egatlvcThi!! is t.rue for 1111 vel'L uSl'edoH, al 1I'IlllI lve 11tH n '

811' IV Idlth," 1,1LW,~-(lY/l/kn'!! It Z1lWI,
I'll III Ie/we Tot food Its-lot

'the I'lIIII lert its rood'

Nd il t/ll/a Z((·r II/Ii J(((8hlllll-'l/.11~ ,
NdUYl~ el\1l NgU Knshum-NEG
'Nd';ylL didn't ellll Kaslmlu'

J(tiljlla/l/ III zar
'K1Lslmlll Hhould (Ill hOI't.lttive) eall'

, 1(:1'1"11 Ij-JJ)Jn-ftl,1NIl) 1.-(( ,II lj-ftlL ,/

, I t'/IIIIU-TotNdilwy Tot,-Impert t:oo {

'Nclilu;y will "ook Itl'll'l/ .

However, in uoth texts lind elieil.ed dllta, I ltHlIld u li~il' nUII~I;1' l~l S~t'I-
'tl V S (lI'del' HOllletillles given as lin alternative to I ." n Ietenees WI I .. , ,

t. for' t.he vnrioutl expretlsiontl or
a I will lI!!e t.he t.crlll "tLHpect." here ~H lL ::~~~r ~r~lll t1yst.elll pluys no role in word

t.IJIl!!e, IllOo,t, lLlld tLHpcet., The HellltLllt.Il:S 0 Ie vcr u
order.

MiYII liS IL West, Child iI' Lllllgullge wit,h V...H WUl'd Order

, I I' t. Overt pl'ono-\ '1 '., I '1I1mve lit.t.le to SIIY ahout prollolllllla !iU )Jee s. '. .
~I WWI'SI., \\ 1 • • Iless ollLSI)eet ,I

. I l' t e' ldways I)re('ede the verb in Illl persons, regtu l . ,1l1111a Sll )Jee " ' ..
dause typl', or ot.lWI' tiu:t.ol's, e. g.

m.ll/ ZI11' '1,-Jl'b '\ (1II,ln) culled a Loy'
., , k 1 II) 'lIe (tJ) will nol, call n hoy'I,j IIlfl Zfll'a VJI' '- I.

. ., / /. 'the one whom she (II)J) loves'/HI II)J ( -(((( 'U1V' . ,

," 111 I will re'St.rict t.he discussion 1.0 vel'bul clauses. RllbJeets 0,1 I~(:~I­
I Inll ~, . I I,'" "I\llvc" sentenee,.;, IOclltlve sentenecs),verhal l'1l1uses (equat.lOnlL sen ·enee'S, ... I

wlwt.lwl' nOlllillld 01' pl'ollominal, ILre lLlwlLYs ellluse 1I11t.1IL .

'NdIlYIL iH a Miya man'
'he is a Miya 1II11n'
'NduYlL has mOlley'
'they are in the house
'llrll:illg t.hat. t.ime, the dodu (1//(>rllllliJJ)

is in the clwe'

,~

J.
.\

2. M iyu Non-nominal t-lubjeet.s a.11l1 Non- Verual Clauses

Clauses wit.llOut ovcrl, sllujeets of lLny Idnd lLrc t:omlllOn in J\Iiya, e. g. II :!fl)'

vJl'kJ 'lIw/lSIIC/(.lwy] ealled u hoy'.2 Bl~elLu"H' sueh dause!! show IlOl,hing
IILout. the I'dlLt.ive word order or !!uhje<:t. lLnd vel'h, I will have lil,I,le lllOre 1.0
HlLY auout t.helll (though Hec § 4).

use Ulis INIII 10 1'1"('1' to t.l1l) onl.,1' of ('onsl il.llelltl:i in duuses \\'hl'l'l' 1I0lle of
the 1'0Iislil.lIl'nls~,V, 01' X lire "displat:ed" lill' prllgmatie rea.,;ons, I'Sp. ques­
tioning, rOl'uHillg, 01' I.opicalizal.ion. COllsider Ellglish daus!,s Hill'll as the lill­
lowillg: Ihl·./III'IIII'I' d1l181'd Ihe IIlfJllkl'Y.f'rollllhr jlll'lll, IhejlulII Ih((llhl'./III'IIII'I'

dlf18l'd Ih" II/ollh'y/m/l/, b('juI''' Ih(' jo 1'111 n' cha8fd Ihe IIwllh'y.!'mlll 1111'.1111'/11

... \.\Ie Hay Uml, Ellglish has IJllsie ~VX order because in Ulese cilluses, Ihis is
t.hl' order of t IH' nominal ~(uhjeel.) (= .1111'11/1'1'), t.lw (Vlerb (= dIlISI'), 1I11d X
(= pllr(. or all of Ihl' /l/ul/h'yjl'u/I/ Ihl'./III'/I/). (~Iauses l:iuch aH I.hl' (i,lIowilig do
IIOt. ('olllill'lIl 10 the "basic" word order of Ellglish: IIIlwl r1irlllu'./III'IIIf'1' d/(/81'

.!'m/l/ Ihl' jlll'lI/! (displ,wemenl. of [part. of) X ill IIsking a lpwsl.ion), hI' I'!/(/s/'(I
Ihl' /l/Ol/k"y'/'nlll/ Ihl'f((I'/I/, Ilu'/((I'/l/I'1' (IIOIlIilll\.l f-; liS lin "al'l.ert.llllllghl." al. l.hl'
elld of t.lw Hl'Jit.elwe), et.t:. Mllny languagl's pose problems lill' d"l'idillg on
"basic" word order beclHlse they use different word orders in difli,rent
t:lause types. Thus, Gerlllun generally hilS "veru 2nd" order' in mnin dauses
uut HXV ol'llt,r in mOHt. types or:,;uuol'llilllll.e dausc:,;; Berher langilltgl's g('n­
emily IUlve liLirly rigid VHX order in l>ullllnlillut.e dauses, unt. ill IImili elau'
HeH, while t.hey ullow thiH order, SVX is also common. AIHtlyt.icul prohlellls
or this type in Miya will, in pltrt, ue the suujcct, or this paper.

The main deseript.ive section or Uw palwl' (§ 3) discusses the plaeement, of
nomillal !!uLjeds in vllriolls clause types ill Miya. We will see thaI, seveml
eat.egories or e111uses allow on Iy V, .. S ordcr, "Neutral" main dlltHws per­
mit either flV ... or V, .. S ordcr, though HV ... predolllinates. The only dause
types whieh rcq u i I'e flV .. , onlcr ure t.llOse in which HOllie l'onH(,it,lIllllt is
lJue!!tiOlwd 01' li)t:u!!ed, The concluding lSet:tioll notes ot.hel' l'lLse:-; or V ... S
order in West Chlldie lmd speculu.l,es on how the various word orders in
Chadic languages may Imve llrisen,
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~ 'I'll .. illit.illl,l ill t.his ('bUISl' is Ull ""llI'I'\' 111111'1«·1'. II. e1islpp,,"r" Wlll'lI lilly l<illd of
ovcrt. sulljed., IlUUIl or 1'1'01101111, iH presellt.. The f()lIowing convcllt.iollH lire used ill
eXlllllples: II = [I), cll = [I.J, sit = Ln, yll = [yJ; . lInel ' = t.he first. ill II H('lI"eIlCe of
olle OJ' 11101'1' high 01' low t.ones reHpect.ivcly; . lll't.er . = downHt.cpped high; FSP =
1·'oCII!!cd Hllhjl'e!. Pcrfect.ive, hllpel'f = IlIIperfi,et.ive, PCl'f = Perfe<:t.ive, 1'111'1,. = pIU'­
t.i<du of Ull"'elll' fUIlt:t.ioll, PVR = POHt.verlml Hllbjed IIIllrkel', Rjne = Huhjllllet.ive,
'1'01, = Tot.lllit.y Illlll'kel'(s). Hec Sell II II (I!HJH) f(1I' del~Lils,



eXlIlIIples here, note the post-verlml subject nmrkel' (PVH) c/((. Tlds IIlllrker
/IIust precede Il post-verbal subject in Illly dause type:

s!tiyki>t'·lui./I. d'j zn/'(/-z(a) ria Itiy III/a-::11

01< dJ cul'·fwr I'V:-:i those-or li,.(.lwl'-hcr
' ... well then her fiLt,her and others cull her [girl about to be nllllTi(,dj'

duyn jliara dawak cia (an)biy, d?J dzam-t1Jn IIll sJba
when began fidling PVS wllter, dJ disperse-IeI' I'VS people
'when it begun mining, the people disJlersed'

3.2. Consecutive clauses in narrative

In nlUTlltive dis(:oul'se, Miyu exprel>ses the sequence 01' (wents whit'll ud­
vance the nllrmtive line using II "eonseeutive" aspect lIIurlwd with procli­
tie, dJ. This '<H'lII is used in both "illlperfective" contexts, su(;h liS pl'llcedu­
1'111 texts, lind in "perfective" cont.exts, such us history or t.ales. AI> in
independent nmin dauses, nOlllinlll suLjee\.s are usually preverbal in (;onse­
elltive d.) e1uuses, e. g.

kwr/.a !I-rin (sil.way hi, (J/1I/111 ILJ di'/lYII zlillllW

when "be" dawn when, wumen dJ (;ul'l'y-on dl\.lwing
'when the dawn comes, the wOlllen cal'l'y on with duncing'

duyn 1(1I11l lewiylt, 'un (a sJn n-anOf (11 wli ria baa-z(n) ee k iuo(lI) IIltbiy
when ul'l'ive dll.y, wife-of-man-of-Gituwu dJ go-ICP to-drl\.w wuter
'when duy broke, the wile of the Gitllwu /IIun went to dmw wllt.er'

However, llS in independent, nmin chlllses, V ... S order is not uncolll­
/IIon_
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/Iltr

money
bll.wciy
bring

1(r"8ciy~

KasayPVS
WI.

:J.4. Invllriant V ... S order in suborclinat.e clauses

In eontl'llst to t.he c111use t.ypes illustrated in the preceding sections, several
"ypes of suhordinat.e e1au'ses Illlve invlll'iant V ... S order for nominal sulJ­
jp.toI.s.

:.1.4 .1. Itehltive clauses .

Norninlll subject.s within relative clauses Ill'e always postverbal. Note in the
second llllt! t.hird examples below that the subject follows not,onl~ the verb,
but. also direct objects and, in the third example, the resllmptlve lIlstrumen'
till 1'1I1'1IH(, IiI/ l1y ·wil.1I it.'.

/IIiy s~n S'ltlll I/ni./II mar-Illil. s-liy

we know '1'01, work get.-wi 'I'ot
'we know that. work has overtlll<en us'

IlloJlt alt zll.y Nd1ttvya cia
I Imperf cause Nduya Sjnc
'I'll Illlve Nduya bring JIIoney'

I'os\'verhal:

Ihima ICiyu sJjlJIt

so that cook I II 11111

' ... so UlIlt Kasay might cook 11I.wo'

krJoweeneek),y 8iJlI Sll.W s-c'w.llll/, buwa-(lJn aa sabll. yaukiy
everyone Imow Tot Tot-Cont come-ICP PVS people-of WIU'
'eve;'yone knows that the WILl' milkers are coming'

/II,)/t cia Un/! dJ {)'UW8 au Kas/wmddzu
Imperf wan t Sjne corne-ICP PVS KllshuJII llfternoon

'I Wllllt, Kasham to corne in the aftel'lloon'

Pn'verblll:

lidlWW. rlarha 'IIIU/I. ndiJlI/.-cly
becallse rOlld circuit. circuiting-Tot

heclluse t.he road nlllkcs II dct.our'

MiY"UH II Wt's!, Chlldic LI~lIgullge wit.h V ...S Word Order

ellluHes to various verhs such us SJn 'know', nay 'see', dakay 'heal", mar
'lind, discover', lab 'fellI", zay '(;u.use', and (/. kl/.Jltaala 'be litting'.

1111 11'11 YI/-sJlrJ
PVS IfllUSllS

S-IU( flhlllrltlt/
Tot-PVH wood

llI·hl ~,iy-li.y

power-Tot

(0o, II yJSJ Sit /II

well Perf collect Tot
'well, l.he HllUSllS took power'

ylililrult/ (s.ljJ s-ny = It
wood dry Tot PorI'
'the wood dried'

ylt?JI"IIlO l'lir s-lly = avdr soan ylt?JI'1t/('
'the cow rlln off'

:1.:1. "PlIl'pOS('" (d/luses llnd (,onlple"ll,"t ,dllllS(,H t.o verllH

IliHIIIII two I..YlIt'S of'Hllllonlilmt.e <:IlIlIslOs wlli,,11 Hllow NV ... 01' V... N vll.rillt,ion
pI~mllel to thllt IiII' the rllldll eh~lIseli illillitmted in the two preceding Hec­
tions. Tile two subordinate clauses t.ypes are "purpOl;e" chluses intruduced
by the conjunct.ion (a)ciama 'because, in mdel' that: Ilnd complement

I AH wil,h IInllHn ""(u,od,,, Miy" (tl)dctllllL (O/UI Il" IlH"d with Hllbjlllll:\,i.VO \.0 IlICnll "ill
Ilnl"r \.11111." 01' with othtll' (dnlllill tyl'''s 1.0 llIenll "h",,""s(.". III Illy ehClt~,d dlll,lL, ,,11L1l'

scs with the former sellsu ILII hlLVU Jlolitvurlllli slIlijecloM, Ulld ChHlllCS With the Iutter
SUIII>C ull have preverhlll suujects. III text.s, I have foulld eXlLllIJllell of Jlostverual suu­

jects with the latt.er Ilelllie Ull well.
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:1.4.2. Advcrbial suborrlinnl.l' e1auscs

~,~v~ral'II'YI~~S1.11' lLdveruiul d~LIIl,es always have postvel'ualnolni/JU.1 subjects.

(
_leIsIc (. .au~l/·s mchlde t~ose Introduced by the conjunctions kll'lia 'when iI"
- ausa IC CIII ex IlI'el.;SIll " tL> . I I '. 'II . .' ..." .,.~n"ola 1'1> al,lOn 1,0 nllun dausl>), Id(lI) 'if' (=
I~USU /(/~1n ~xp~ esslng COJ.llhtlOn requil'cd for main clausc 1.0 I.nke pllwe ILnd

1~lso.I,I.l~~lsa hCIO In concesslvc conditionals), r/llyaldll.yh. 'whcn' (= IIausa dli
l.XPI(.SSlllg comph.ted evmll.s), VI' 'Uwn' (similar to II II' .... . I
JIlLlTative) {' "1' . • I ISIL 8111 In Hl>II'".nl.ul
'belill'~'. ' Hl I, WCI'C It UULt' (= IInuslL lilia counl.cl'liU:l,ual), lind klillfill

laf-a?
YOUI' (IIIS)-Q

'/lilY
liS

1/'(>(' ?
who

m-ela IIIbyci.ra krill;)
what-FSP tell I' gown
'what tore your gown?'

f/ht/I[nw rI,i m{,!llira-zo.
wood \<'HI' kll.r-it
'WOOD t.orll it:

fi I did not explicit.ly check Ii))' IIngnunllmLicality of pllstveruld slIlJjee\.li in such
sl'nl.enees. However, unlike uther independent eluuse t.ypes (§§ 3.1-2), postverual
suuject,s never showed lip in sentences wit.h (Iuestioned llI' focused consl.ituen\.li,
eit.her in elicit.ed daLll or texts.

4. Subject Order in Nl1lTntive Discourse

I~XILII'plc.s in Uw pl'eeeding I.;ccl,ions come (lrinll\l'ily 1'1'0111 data which]
dieil.l.d in the coursn of Iinld work. It, iii pOlisibln 1.11ILt sueh dal,IL could be
sltewcd in sOllie way. I therelill'c made IL study of wo1'l1 order in natlll'al tcxtl:l

A:

Ndhwya IIliy
Nduyn see
'who did NduYIl see?'

Nrlhwyn lIely-lIIli
Nduyll. see-us
'NduYll saw UH'

Tlwl'!' are pmgullLt.iI' l'!'IlHOnS lill' IILI,1l of plllitvnrlllLl Huhjl>!.tH in Hll!'h
e1l1.uses. Whcn Miya Ii u hj e e 1,1i Ill'e questiolled 01' focwwd, Uwy obligatorily
lilll ill sentence initial position, obviously precluding their (lostvel'blLI order­
ing. Non -s u bj e e ts, when questioned 01' I'oeused, I'cnHLin in siln. Sinee the
uneutl'lll" position for all non-subjects is postverbal, the postverbal plnce­
ment of n subject together with II. questioned or focused non-subject would
crellte 11 pmgml1tic clash, i. e. Il postverbll.l I.;ubject would "intcl'fel'e" with
the pllLce of privilege for the questioned 01' focused conf!tituent. This if! the
mirror inllLge 01' the situation in BillIe, for cxnmple, where the neutral posi­
tiou for I.;ubjcctl.; il.; preverbal, but subjects, when qucHtioned 01' l'ocuHed, ILI'e
placed postverbll.lly. In scntences with questioned 01' I'ocused I.;ubjeetl.; and
full nominal objects, speakers fl'equenUy place the objects in sentcnce in­
itial position ns topics, thus I'escrving the postvel'bal position for the sub­
ject (SCHUll [1982]).

(~:

1\:

Q:

a.5. Illvariant SV order in llucsUons alld filcus const.l'uctions

One dl.ll.;I.; of clauses seems never to admit postverbal nominul I.;ubjects.
These are sentenccs where Il cOllstituent is questioned or syntuct.ically
lilcused, such as the following:"

.:

,
'~t
"
!,~

"

~:

1\.1181/(/ III

Knshalll
(/(/

I'VN

1i1/1/11L-IUm

come-IL:P

liy
it

J(c1sha/ll

Kashalll

cl~

Consec

llilU1'y,
meat

lJ,irkJ
uoy

Iclllb,irllll/, {)(t h·jn Ii(/.
Ilwt which buy PVR
'the mal. which l.he boy bought'

IJJrkJ /ill Isn-yo. /II ir tia

boy who give-him money PVH
'Uw uoy t.o whom l(aRhum /-(ILve moncy'

ylli (,ta) tia-d,i 1111a yhcic{llIII CICC.

~Lxe wl~ieh Perf splil, wood with
Uw nXI' wll.h which I(ashalll split \.II(. wood'

kwtill 'lUiya. /..:el/ll aa 'il I..' • l'
when' I ~ Y a, (,;) la.b'JlU/. YJI[IIIIZIIkwIU/-dy
, see. ~ou~e ] VS dog when Consee abuse hyclllt-'I'ot .
when IL dog II.; In SIght 01' his house, he abuses the hyena'

III di)() 111 (a) cia yh~ns'I;I" 1111·.·.1/ IlIa' r.", (JWII III 'll'a z, 11 III

,i.l'. . I'all NEG PVS uGod"-NEG we NI~Gf I - do planting-NEG
I It I ocsn't rain, we won't do the planting'

do.ya zarn-IUn Ita J(ll..~hal/l

when call-them PVS Kasham'
'whcn Knshlllll enllcd thelll, they eallle'

jle yjra-I/li e { ,. '. e )(l/Il-1tU.'Ii.! IIU lUlL nan-Mci IIC ilci
then show-hllll where exit-ICP PVS '.Y'U' I " . / .. llIall of-MangJla

len tie llIan II om MangJlIl showcd hilll where he had COllle fro III ,

?(i zar-tlJn ria J(IIsham h:d, a (J/(/(liy'lljn

'
I. . call-them PVS KnslllLlII 1'1' l'cl'('f I( I /.0111(.-1(;1'
I as lUlU had called thelll, they would have cOllie'

krlll!i Il rlJ bi?/ 'lid '. ' aa
~el?re Sjnc part. be-cooked PVS
before the meat was doue eooking, ... '



o Among the eXlllllplell with topicalized semantic ~uhjeets, the 7 with r~ronouns

lind H of those with nOllns hllve " gl'8ll1matic~1 8ullje,etll. ~I~ese lire .n,ot,. Illcluded
Illllung the 211 eXllmples listed with" graIllJlllltlC~18Ubjec.\'8.I he [).toplCllh~ed,noun

I . the "1,'lllel'f'" "ow have overt Ill'Onollllllal 8ubjects, wlllch a I' e IncludedCXlllllp ell III .

in LlIl' <:ollnl. of Pro-}; V l'xIlIIIJlleH.

--,
CLAU~I~

V... N-HTYI'I~ n PI'O-~ V Pro topic N-S V N \,opic

Q/I" '·'oc. or Q I 4
(lilly TAM)

4 7 I IPCI'.

(lilT. & neg.)

IIII I'erf. li Iti I 7 5I
(111'1'. &. lIeg.)

N
J) Flit, 2 7
I~

Rjlle. 2 I IP.
('lfT, &. neg.)

r/j ConHee. III :1 40 2 4

U Purpose I

P. COlli pH. 2 2

rw IlC 29

lu'iC' 1 1

kllJua. 'whell' 14 [) Iii

jie 'when 17 2 I IlA
U

d(iyil~ 'when' III 9V.
1kiwfin 'bel'lre'

TOTAL 211 17 7" III 14" 40
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to test wlwt.lwr (,he generulizations expressed hen~ wOllld be horn Ollt. I
looked ul, 3 pl'Oeedul'Ul texts (t.lw conduct of an illlportant fVliya lestivul, a
descripl,ion of beer nmldng, and customs in courting and mllJ'l'iuge), a his­
torical text on t.lw founding 01" Miya town, und It Ic)lkt,lde, "'01' l't~Usons given
in § 2, 1 cOllntl~d only verbal c1uuses, Tlw lir,~t, table Iwlow slllllnillrizes Lotul

c1uuse vount" 1sepurate dllUSe!; with first lind sevond person ~ilIbj('(:t'H 1'1'0111

dIlUHI'S with third peniOn HubjectH since the l()rmer alwuyH hUl'e o\'e/t, pre­
verbal pronoun subjects and lire UIUS exclllded li'OIn this stlldy (ef. ~ 2), Thc
sevond tllblt~ sllnllllll,rizcs the rCHults I(l!' tlw :l45 e1ansl's with third person
slIbjed.s:

Tot,al IsV2nd pen;. :lrd lwrs.
c1allHeH subjects Hllhje(,ts

:1 procedurlll tl'Xt.S: 1;l;1 2 1;11
one hist.oriclli text: 75 12 Ii:lone (Ilk t.ale: 223 72 151

Tot.al 431 8U :l45
===================

Tahle "Distribution .. _" see pllge 44:1

The shaded arells represent, conligumtiolll:; which I ImvI~ duinll:d to ue
exeludl~d (§§ ;l.4-!i), viz, postverl.Jal subjects in clauses with qUI:stiOlwd or
I()cw,ed constit.uents (Q/F) and prevel'ual nominnl subjeds in relative
clauses (RIC) IUHI most types of adverbial subordinate c1ausl's (A DV .). Thc
laek of llny such eon figurations in t.he sllmple li'orn /mtuml t.ext.s SllppoltH
t.hose c1aiIllH. Count.s fl'Olll text,s also jibe with claims Ubflllt I'elnt,ivc 1"1'(:­

qllelleY of preverbal vs. post.vcrbal nominal subjects in independent. nUlin
clauses (INDgP.), including dJ consecutive cilluses (dJ (;onsee.), viz. nom­
inal fluhjects liTe most eomlllonly preverbal in IHwh c1lluses, IHlt postverlml
subjects llre also gl'nmnmtielllly possible (I I'etul'n to tile is:mc of relat.ive
fl'equcncy below). Thel'e wel'e not, enough exam'ples of PIII'po,;e clauses and
vel'bal complement,s (Comps.) in t.he sllmple examined t.o say anyt.hing about
l'I:ln.l.ive fj'equeney of subjed orderings.

The t.ext, eount of SUbject, eonfigul'l\.t.ions I'l\.iSefl points t.lta t. do not, arise
oltviously when examining !iI'nt.c/lI'I'S l>Ji(,it.l~d individunlly. Olll: SIll,)) point, iii
1.I1(! n:lal,ive fn'lf uen eies 01'0, pl'onolni'lId, ILnd nomillltl sld,jl'('l.s. 'I'll(! luh'eli
show thnt, II (.) ,;ubjel't. eonfigul'll.tion i,; ovcl'whelmingly Hill 11IlJ';\' li'equcnt.
t.ype, (:on,;titut.ing (j 10/r, (211 of 34!i) of Lhe clauses with thil'd pel',;on suhjects
und nlrllo,;t. IlitII' Lhe t.o t.a I nu/nbel' of elauses ineluding all pl'rsons. The pl'(J­
nominal eonfigUl'ntion eonstit,utes only 7'Vo (24 of 345) of' t.he clauses wit.h
t.hil'd pel'son subjcct.s. The distribut.ion of t.hird person 11I'0nollti/1lt1 subjects
is al,;o of int.el'e,;t.. Of the 17 dauses Wh(~l'e t.lw p"onoun i,; appILl'l:n\.ly IL t.I'IW

..
.~.,,.
'1

.,
?

MiYII '" II Wl'st, Cllllllic L'lIlgllll!(C with V...~ Word Ol'd,,1'

Dist.ribution or clauses wit.h t.hird person subjects
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gmlllllllll.il'HI slIbjl!ct, I Ii lire ill [1l1/wl'li'(:l.ivI' e1allses. As ill IIII111y (:hadie
IIIIIglllIgI's, I.bl' i\1iya IIII pl'l'lildiV(' shows siglls ofhllvillg ol'igillat.Pd 'HS a 11011'
vl'rllIIl, pl'olllllJly 101:lIl.ive SI,I'II<:I.IlI'l'. 1"01' I'XlIlllplt" the vI'l'b 1'01'111 is Ilolllillal
lI11d iII ~H'gll (ioll, !.Ill! di~(,olltillllolls nl'gll t.i \'l! Ilmrlwl' /1111 -.. ,-ii /I' "11"0111 pllsse~
(.ftc 1'111.11'1' pl'l'lhnll.l' liS 11I1l01I'VC1'11II1 SClltl'lH'I'S mt.lll'l' I.hllll jllsi. !.Ill' postvel'­
IJIII 1"1'llll'lIl.s liS In Uw clell r1y "l'el'bHI" I'el'feeti VI':

Pcrf,: II IllIil' /1111 zhllak-'ILI/! 'Ill' didn't gel II dllllkl'Y'
hll III' rI'.: tJ /1111 /IIltm Zl'IIIII.·-IIII' 'I '11 t • I "ie WI 110, ge" a I Oil «('y'
LoeHt.ive: 1/1.11/ I//li vJJlIt I.-lil/I·II/I' 'I " 'Hill 1I0t In 1r0llt of !.Ill' hOllsc'

I PI'0POSI' 1.11!' fililowing l'I'stl'idivI' sl,HI.ellll'll(, on UIl' disll'iblltioll of i\1iya
I.hll'd pel's(~11 pl'llnOlllinll.l subjeds: OVCI't. I,hil'd person subjl'(:I, 11I'OIlOlll'S ';I'C
l~~.ed ollly (I) \Vlwn lilcused, (ii) when the sllbjcd of a non-vllrlllli sl'nt .'nCl', 01'

(III). (Optllllllllly) whcn t.he subje<:t of 1111 I,upcl'fedive <;Iause (\Vhil'll is, his­
~,ol'lnd Iy at ICllst, '~ su belltegol'y of [i i]). AII ol.hel' apparent. PI'll II 0 III inil I sub­
jects arc gl'lllllllmtlclli topi cs.

COUII~S of gl'HIII 1l1l1t.ieal topics is !.Ill' Ii 1111 1 poinl, of illt.cJ'('st. I'lIisl'd by !.Ill!
~abltL NIIH'C PI'(!\'I'l'bal positioll is !.Ill' IIIOHI, eOllllllOIl plaI:I'IIIl!II(, fiJI' slll;jcds
~II the e1I1IlSC I.ypes llibeled "INDEP," ill the tllble, a Sellllllltie c1allsH.1 Hub.
ject CIIII, be Illleq.llivocl\lIy recognized as beillg a topic only where sOllie
ove~·t e,vldl:nl'e 01 topicalization is presellt. For both nouns and pronollns,
to.pWllhzlltlOn clln be overtly showlI by a topic markel' such liS 1.'11, /I/li., UI'
k '~ /l1Il (I st II lid ?nd examples ~e1ow) or by placement of the semHn t.i e subjed
01 an udverlJlld clause before the clausal conjunc\.ioll (ai'll Hnd 4th
eX!llllpl~s below). For nominal SCIIIIIIlt.ie subject.s, the prCSCUl!!' of lUI OVlwt
pl'Onolllll~al subject indieateH t.Imt t.he Ilornilllli is It topie 1'lI1,lwl' Umn the
gl'lllllmlltlCHI HubjecL (5th eXlIlllple below):

IIj,j !.-I1II1Cl d.1 dJI'Il fiy 'liS fill' (!.-Ii II/1t) her she ground 110ur'
niYA-a WILli ,Jl/l iy hdCl'/liy 'as fill' (1.~1i) t.hose 3 boys

1.·1i d,1 Imll·IU/I. II'ltshir (they) go 1.0 Usur'
Ij 1Ii./1. 8-1111 (;III/1.Il/-zlt hi. '" 'he if (110) loves her ... '
yitw klll/ia Isdlt ka ... 'the dllwn if (it) breaks ... '
'/Uika 8JI/. /I'(wJl-fcinyi/d lJ 'that lIIall from Ml\l1gila

d-au-Iau /leOma ... he (/J) was exploring .. .'

In I,he dnl.a sllmple here, 2U% (7 of II \.0\.111 24) of the SC'"I1I1I.i(· slIlljeds
('X pl'!!s,"wd III' pl" lIWlIllS 111'1' topies 1'111.111.1' I.lrllll gl'n.IIIIlIIlt.i("d I'll hj!!ld.,... "lIIollg
Ht'lUlllltle slIlljet:ts I'Xpl'eHHed lIS nOllns ill pl'{.vel'lllli positioll, it IIPP!'III'S t.Imt
a slllaller pel'c~mtuge ~f t.he t.otal - I U% (14 Ufll total 75) - lire topics l'Ilther
~Ill\.l~ gr'lImllllltlcal subjects. However, amollg independent "tensed" el,lul;es,
I. e',lI1depelldent clauses other LImn d,;) cOllseeutive, 29% (2 of a total Iii) arc
tOpICS rather than grammatical subjects, It. is t.he 40 cases of diJ (!ollseeutive
cllluseH listcd lIS having prcverbal gl'lllTlrrmtieal subjects vs, only 2 with topi.

"lIlized sellllllltic subjcet.s whieh pl'illlllrily Ilceoullt. li,r the nOlllinal I,opie
pel't:elltllge Il(,ing slllllllel' Limn t.Iw pronolllilllll topic pel'eelltllge. I sllggest
\.lUll. IIIl1n)' (il' not mosl, or even 1I11!) of these Itpparcnt gl'lllllllllltil'l1l nOlllillld
sllbje.,ts lire IleLlllllly topi(,s I'Itthcr \.IlIIn HubjceLs, eve II tholl/-lh t.hel'e is no
overt. l.exl,lIld 1I111r1dllg to t.his elk(:t., The (admi\.l,edly slim) evidence 1'111' t.his
eillilll is !.Iw way Vltziyu Chirolllll, the II11tin illl'orllllwt with whom I worked,
t.l'lInslllted these clallses in his written lIaw'll tl'llnshll.ions orthc Miya texts,
III 2:1 or the 40 eXllmples, he provided IIUUSII t.l'lIllslations of the following

l,y pI':

",)/m UIIIIII UIIlI dJ k,II'/II II !l1II1l1 fl'"1
= IIIIusII III/I.A-W{1I 811; 8/1 I(d); k[1(('·/(iI(t,

'I,hen I.he dl'lnlllllel'S (sjlm yllllllyll /l) begin drllmming',

In tlw 1III1ISII tmnshlt.ion, the nOlllirml subject is pltleed belilre the conjunc­
tion 811; 'I.hen', The unly possible interpretlltioll Ii)!' this HaW'll rendering is
I,hat /111/A-III{U 'dl'ullllllel's' is topicldized.7 Miyu has no real coullterpart to
IlallSl1 'Wli lIS lin intl'odueer of eOllsecllt.ive elllllses, bill. the IlleL that VaziYll
d",s" (.0 \.1'lIllHIIlLe Uws" IlI'(w"rlml s"nlllllt.i(, Hllhjl~ds IIH \.Opi('H Huggesl.s that
he (,onceived of them in I.his WilY ill Miyll.

5. Establishing Miya "Bllsic" Wurd Order

1~lieitcd dlttll cumbined with UIC IIlI/Tlltive discourse COUllts yield the fol­
lowing observatiolls regltrding the placement of nomillal subjects in Miya:
(i) postverbal Hllhjed.s lire oUiiglltol'y in t.wo h'l'g,-' c!lU;SI1S of subordi­
11IIt(, e!IIUSeH, viz. rchttive e1,II1HeH and advel'bild tlllhol'llilml,e ch,uHeH;
(ii) pl'everblLl sllbjectH III'C obliglltory only wlwn HOllie constituent in
the sent.ence is questiolled or focused (in plll'ticuillr, queHtiolling or li:leusing
of Llw sllbjecl. itself); (iii) in other types of clallses, preverbal Hubjects pre­
dominate numerielllly, though postverbal subjeets are IlCceptllble liS well.
AlolIgside I,hese three types of c1amml conligumtioll is a conligllrlltion with
It st'nmnt.ic nOlllirllllsllbjed in initialposit.ion I\S II topie followed by a c1lluse
wit.h II 0 or, lesH frequent.ly, II pronominal gl'lllnllllltical subject. The topics
in this configumtion are often overtly marked, but I have suggested that at
lellst some clause initiulnoun phrnses which appear to be grammlltical suu­
jed.s are actuldly topics without overt marking,

Th,' e()IHduHion to h" c1nl\vll is 1,llIlI. Idl.hollgh a Himple cOllnt of Miyll chlll­
1'1'.1' wit.h nomirllli HIIlJjed,s might pl'odllce It pl'tldolllinllllC'1' of 1.01wllS with

1 Of (.he rClI1aining 17 cXflll1Jlles ou\. or the 40 ria consecutivc clauses, 12 are 1'1'0111
(,he folktale text, which WII8 spoken, trallscriued, and tl'Unsla\.ecl uy a diffcl'ent.
speuker. This speaker's trallslation follows the regular Hauslt puttem of placing 8rti

"I, 1.lw head of the clulIse, uerore It nOll1inul slIujed.
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laJll?
what,

By this scenario, Miya would ue close l.o the l'eeonsLrucled situation,
t.hough even in Miya t.he Stage I shift is taking hold in independent clauses.
A litet. whieh Il\lI.ltes this scenario 8uspecL is the absenee of dil'eeL evidence,
ollt.sid\~ MiYII, 1'01' l'f'eonst,l'lwt,ing Uw *VXS1,,,,"1 ... 11 sentenee t.ype fill' Pl'ot.o­
Wf'st Clmdie. NOl'Illully, ono would like to lind 11101'1' Ullin (JIW lunglla.go

Stage 2
(Bllde, ete.)

Stage 2
(Hlllllill, el.e.)

> S[ncnll'lIl)VX
> S,rncuHJ\' X
>

Pl'o\.o-W. Clmdie Stage I

*Sllo"iclVX > S[lIenll'lIIIVX

*f-;[IO,,'n.IVX

*VX~llIeull'.11

is IIIl1ISllU.1 alllong l.he world's lallgllllges, are hiiSLorically related. A relllLed
qucHLion is whether the VXS order ill Wesl. Chudie is hisl.orieally reiaLed 1,0

Llw V~X order fOllnd in CellLrll1 Chadie. I propose Il sCCllllriO LllIIl. allows liS

to answer both qllestions wil.h, "Yes."
ConiSider lin,L the historieal eonnecLion 01' "neutral" VXS order, as ill

Miyll, to V XS order 1I1111'1<ing the I'oeuli of u sllujecl, us ill Ngi~illl. Let us re­
l'Onst.rII('t.1l proto-West, C1l1uli<: systelll like t.hlll. in the tablc below, which is
css\:nt.illlly Uj() sitllllt.ion we lind ill MiYll todllY. *SII""""VX would havc been
dillt'l'ellt.illted 1'1'0111 *811"l'i"IVX, as it is in 11IlUSll, MiYll, and 1I11111y ol.her Clm­
die hLIIglluges, uy speeiul verlml I'orllls and/or other ovcrL IIIIl.rkcrs. II, is wcll
1<llOwlI (,J1II1. SVX is a eonllllOIl Illl.enmtive "nelltl'ld" llrdt,r in VSX 11Ingllages
(! l It EI';N 111m!: [I lHiliJ), 'I'hcrc Ilrc not cllough V XS langllllges 1,0 elil.ablish
deal' "lIniverlmls", Ullt in Lhe ease of Miya at least., we have seen t.hat SVX
order is uetually more pcrvllsive UlIIlI VXS in independent e1IU1lies. Beeallse
of the diseollrsc I'reqlleney of SV X order where S was 1(. Lopie, l.his order was
reinterpreted as Lhe "neul.l'ld" order at, Sl.age I, Following Stage I, lall­
gil ages l.ook one 01' Lwo paUlS. The nmjoriLy, of which Hallsll is IllI exalllple,
silllply dropped the VXS cOllliguration. Others, of which Bade, Ngizim,
Kanukul'u, Boland, eLe, Ilre eXllll\ples, present a more complex picture.
'I'0Jlkulizf~d eonsl.iLuen(,s Cllnnot ue in focus, e. g. it is impossible 1,0 say
*us.f'or tI'/wl, did yo//. Imy (it) 1 As l.he Slt""icIVX eonstl'uetion, where the !mb­
jed lipeeilically could n (J t be in !ilCUS, was intel'pl'etetiaH thc "neuLI'llI" con­
ligllmt.ion, suujeets in postvel'ual p08it,ion were rcinterpl'eted ali ueal'-ing
p'-'agll1atie lileus, The S(l"cusjVX eonfigumtion t.hus beeame funetion­
ally lmnecelisary ll.l1U moreover could poLentilllly ue eonfllf;ed wiLh the
Slncnlo.• I,VX. The VXS conligul'llLion was thus reserved for focused suujecls
llnd the S(rncn.IVX consl.l'Ile(.ion disappeared 1'1'0111 use,

preverbal suLjects, the "unll1url<ed" position fil!' nOlllinal suhjeet.s is post­
verhal. Not. only do large elasscs of dause lypes require poslverlJllI stlhjt~ds,
IH~llllso Ullequlvoclllly lila 1'1< cd subjt~ds (notahly, those whil:h al'l~ qlW­
s!,lOlled or focuscd) urc the only nOlllinal suhjects whieh lire obligatorily
pluced III preverhul position, II' topieulized noun phl'l1ses lire ineluded
alllong "11111 rk cd '.' eOllstitucnts, a largt~r uUIllLer of PI'I~vI~r1ll\1 suhjeet.s are
lIlarkpd. t.hun II s."nplt~ eotlnt of dutlsld posit,ion or subjeets suggt's(.s.

One Issue wllle~l I have kept. ill the Imd<grOllnd is whal. "post.verbal"
n~ellns. '.n ,nost 01 the exalllpies lllJO\'o, pllsl.verhal nominal sllhje<:ts illlllle­
(ha l.ely foll(~w \.Iw verb (± pronoll1 ilIul (:Ii ti es). RIIl:h exalll I'll'S III igh I, Imld to
t.he e.o,wlllSIOII (.llIlt. MiYll is II V:-;X lunglluge like sonle or it,s Cent.1'll1 Chadie
relu!,lvI:S (st:e § I Ii.,,' rercrenecs), However, a broudcr I'lLllge or exu'"plos,
esp: sonle ol.\.II,~Jse In § 3.4, lihow l.hat postposed liuujeets Ilre really "post­
vel h phrllse rather than "post,ver/ml". In filet, Miyu. sllhjet:l.s (:onsis­
tell,uy follow at Icust nOll1inal ohjeets, IOl:atives, alld inst,rument.s, all or
whleh ure Illustl'l1tcd in § 3.4, The only eonstitucnt type which I have fiJllnd
tI~at, s,~elns ah,vays to, ~ollow postposed suujects is telllporul udvt~rus (cr.
~Jdza III the Idt.el'lloon 111 the last exalllple of § 3,3). Thus, if IllY specuhltion
I~ eOIT?et ah~'tlt .the postveruld order fill' suujects ucing t.he Iwutl'lLl con­
1I~IIl'atlOn'. MIyll IS to he l:otlllted alllong t.11C rare languages ill t.he world
With It LllIsle V Xi-; word ordcr!

There are other West Chadic languages with VXS ordel'. Thm;e are hlll­
guages sJlokell in the northel'll and eastel'll areas of West Chadie sllch as
Hilde, Ngi~im (SCIIUII [1U82)), and Kalmkurll (NEWMAN [1974)), wl:ieh have
J!ostve~'IJIlI pilleelllent of 1I1iesLioned 0\' "lellsed sllujccts. In Idl t.Iw Illngllllges
lor wlllch I ha:e seen relevllllt data, whcn a nOlllinal ohject is prescnt" the
postverual sllbJect also follows Lhe oLjeet, e. g.

Ngi~illl: llJJlI iJliy zein i i-e!-1/
teal' gown-yollr-PVS
'wlmt tore YOllr gown l'

6. Word Order ill West Chudic

The s,~ntll~'(.jc environment is differenL from tlmt of Miyl\., of eonrse, be­
cnllse III MIYIl,. dll."H.es with post,vel'lllli suhjeds hllvc Il ",wII(,nd" illt.nrprl't.ll­
tl,on, .1. e. lIotlllllg IS Interpretedlls being f()(~lIsed 01' o(,herwis\~ pl'uglllllt.ielllly
11Ighhghl.ed. Nonetheless, it, is not unl'easonable to Ilsk wheth,'1' tlleSf' nlllni­
feHtlltions of V XH word ol'dm', Iln ol'del' whieh is not COIIIIllOII in ChlldieH alld

> H VXS on~er is not quite unique to the \Vest, Chudic languages mentioued hel'e. In
I odoko, winch hus uusle VSX order, Uw "focus slot" is tlw imlllediut.ely post.\'el'uul

1"'Hil,ioli. A qllestioned 01' foclIsed eOllstitllcnt will IH'CUI'Y t1l1lt'l'"sit.ion, n'sllll.ing in
VX~ ordel', e. g. (£ IJla /lIWJ '//Iii 1/1I? 'what did one cook?' (cooked what one
Q-IlI11l'kcl'). Sec JARVIS (I Uti I).
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\l'hieh rlll'lJished SIlPP0l't IiII'II l'e('ollstl'lIded stl'lIcl.lln:, fl ndi :l'lIbly by COil'

tillllnf pl'odtH:t.ivl: lise or till: St.I'IIet.lIl'n, III' ill tlw abselll:n or IIf·O(lill'l.iVl' IIsn,

at Il'lls(. by n'"IIIlII(.S, SlIl'h liS rl'OWII I'Xfll'l'ssiolls. In Inllt.l'l'illl 1I1'lIilldlle 1.0
Illn, I hlll'(\ been IIl1llble 1.0 lind slll:h SlIflPOl't. All dOl:lll1wnled West Charlie.

A langllllgl's lind the \Vest Chlldie-B langllages or the Bacle/Ngi"illl gl'OIlP

hllve Ollly :'-;VX "IWII(,I'IlI" ol'clel' in 1111 (:Iallse types. III t.he North Balldli

UWllp or Wl'st Chadie-B, or \l'hieh I\liya is a llIelllbel', t,lll: Ollly lallgllllge

otlll:1' Ihllll I\liya IiII' whil'h allY n:ll'l'ant. syntal'ti(: dat,a lin, al'lIilllhll' is l'a'lI

(8killllrl" [I \J7U]). I'a'a seellls to hlll'l' ollly:'-;V X order, even in enl'il'OlIlIlI:llt,s

\l'hl'l'e I\liya requires postl'el'iml Hllhjnets, e. g. l'e1ativl: "IIIIISI:S _ (:f. I'a'a

I"k/"'illl lull/llfI"'il 1/11 /lllIii lol/ '\.IIl'. I.inll: that tlw hyl:1I11 (lull/l/fll/'iI) (:aIlW'

(~I(INN"H IU7U, p, 1~7). I was abll' to gleall a rew exalllpll:s 1'1'0111 ot.her 11I1l'

gHlIgns Ollt. or (,l'allsl'l'ibed and trallslatl.d hut otherwise IIllalllllyzed t.I:Xt.S

rWIlI SluNNlm (Il. d.), e. g. ,Jilllhill tlllfllI tllIl//IIlIYII I)(/,./il/'(/ 8111/11/''' 1/11 iIi, ...

'Wllf:1l Ilw hyella (tlI/.IIIIWY/I.) began to n'l:ognize the dog ', IlirylllJ<:i illfl ll '

/1111 1'/l.lIlIrllI eiyayi riya ... 'if tlw dorlo (/111/1.1/1111) eats llIe ' It Illay be t.hat

llIore inli)J'llIatioll from these or related langllages wOlild yield I'vidl'IJ<:e li)r

11I1 earlier VXS st.age, hut unt.il slieh illlill'luat.io/l is availahle, MiYll I'elllains

t.he only Chadie lallgullge kllO\l'1I 1.0 1111: with VXS'I""lrnli o I'd I' I' ill lilly c1allse
typl's.

Uil'ell t.he Imlll:it.y of dired I'l'idelJ<:e in \-Vest Chudi!: IiII' thn *V XS/
11

'"
I
,.11

l'onligll 1'It1,ioll , it, is reasoillthle to look lill' Il scellal'io whi<:ll wOlild alTil'e at

VXf; order 'ill' both neul,I'Il.1 and lilt'lislOd Hllhje<:t,s 1'1'0111 1.lu' IIhiqllitolls ~VX
ord(:l'. No Slll'h sl.ellllrio is evid"lIt 1.0 1111:. Ilowevm', t.llI:l'e iH U 1101., ililphUls,
ill)(: SOli 1'1'1' lill' V XI-; (lI'Ill:1' ill pl'ol.o· \VeHt Clllldie, viz. illhprit.aIH:" f!'OlII
prot.o-Chudi(: *V~X. AH IlOl.ed, U 1IIIIId,,:1' ofCellf.r'nl Chadi(' 111I1~IIUg[.s huve

this IIH 1.lu:ir bnHil: word ol'dnr. '1'111'1'1: UI'I: I.hl'l:(: pllHsihl1: SlIlIrl"'S ('or this
word onlt:r ill (~lOlIt.l'ul CllIllli(,: gWII:I.ilO illh"l'it.ulle(: 1'1'0111 prot 0'( '1lIldie (ulld

\.Iu:1I1·e proto·Al'rousintie), 1'01lt.Ul'l. wil.h ol.hel' V~X IUlIguu~['H, or iul.l:l'JllLl
hist.lIl'ieul developlllents. NOII-CllHdil: IUllglluges ill the IlOl'tlwl'II Cllilierooll­

Nigeria border areu un' cit,hel' HVX or NXV. COlltIWI, is l.hllH nil ulllikely
:';Olll'(~(~ It)1' t.lH~ VHX ()f'flt~r·. Lil{f·wi:-.a', I luu".'.' of' no iiit,pi"iiully inllt,i\'a{,c~d

sePlllirill till' hisl,ol'it:td shift fl'olll SOllll: ol.hel' onlt:1' to V~X, \\'hpl'l~us the

Hh i1'1, I'rolll V,"{X 1.0 :-; V X does hul'(: IIl0t,ivatioll (gmllllllu t.il:u IiZII tiOIl or 1
11

'(:.

I'e I' hll I (opit:s as gl'llllllllllti(:nl subjeds) IIlld, illdeed, t.hiH shill hilS bel:ll wdl
doellllll'llted olltside Clmdie. This leaves gelletic illhel'it,lIl1ee liS I.he ollly

likely Slllln'(, or VHX order ill (~hlldi(:, It HOIII'(:(, lIIade ilion' lilwly by 1.111: (;1.(;1.
t.hlll, this iH I.he prilllllry orcinI' ill I.hl'ee other bl'Ullelll:H of A('l'llllSillt.i(., viz.
Neillit,il:, Alleiellt l~gypLiull, lllld Bed",I'.

AI:('ppl.illg *VHX order Ii,,· prol.o·( ~hlldie, IV" 11.1'1' len. ollly t.o expillill 1.1ll:
shin, 1'1'0111 '·his o I'd "I' 1.0 \.Iw ·V X~ order pl'0pIIsed Ii", prll1.o-W"sf. (~hudie,
llel'e I uppI:III t.o 11ilSuppol'f,ed Hpm:lllut.ioll. One possihilit.y is t.hut. spellkel'H

WI'l'e lIIot.i I'll I.ed 1.0 pillee I.Iw Sll bjl'd, IIller t.he objeet by Ow li>l'III11 I gnl.lIIl1lll-

1\1iYlI liS II W,'sl ('hlldie LIIII~lI11~e wilh V ... N Word Onll'r

. I . 1 '1 I' the Verb I'hl'llse (=t.ilOUI ('lid I.hat. VX:'-; order IImillt.llIllS t, le III .egl'J ,y 0 '." , .' "

X) I V ,coX ( 1'(lt'l' hilS thl' wt'II-\(Jlown gl'1l1ll1l11ltl(:ld llllolllllly of dls-V, w len'll"; ,"'I, I _ ,. . .

I'lIpl:illg this sl.l'lldlll'e whieh, Oil 1II11lly grollllds, behllves us 1\ 1I111tury s,YI~:
I.II.dic eOllstit.lIent. A seeolld possibility is sug.gested hy t.he I l~d(,)k:l, S1.III<-.

. I' f' t t> U TIH'rt, ii, WllS I)olllt.ed 0111, thnt. a loculitd nOli1,lIl'e lIIellt.llllJeI 1II 00,110,(. o. ", , . " • .1 ('I .
I · .1 I" Ilv 1'(III(I\v~ II I'erh If\.his wel'(: the mel,hod ollol.OlIS III LlIl Y . IIISll IJl'I' . ( Ilee· .1 "'" • • "'u I

;Iie alld if the' prngmlll.i(: li,eus llSSlIcillt.ed wil.h till' IlIInwdlllt.P PUSt.V\1 ,l~.
lo:it.ioll wt'llkellPd (probllhly heillg fUlleLiollally replaced b~ 1II1t1H~ P>I~l.OL

:ntoll t. for lill.Onscd cOllsti tuellt.s) t.his would I~llvc Uw 1lllilledll~I.e 1>,~~stVt.lll.l~
posit.ioll liS Uw Ilelll,ral posil.ioll for nOIl-fHlbJpet.s alld t.he post·vel ) JllIllSL

pllsit.illll lIS llelll,1'll1 for Hllbjt:et,s.
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