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MIYA AS A WEST CHHADIC LANGUAGIE WITHE V.. § WORD ORDISR*

Russert G. Seaun, Los Angeles

1. Word Order in Chadic

Though we have syntactic documentation for relutively few of the 150 or
more Chadice languages, what inlormation we do have shows that among
Chadic languages we ind two basie word order types. SVX is by lar the
most common. This is the exclusive order reported in last Chadic lan-
guages, it is virtually the exclusive order in West Chadic, and it is the most
common order in Central Chadic (= Biu-Mandara + Masa).! However, VSX
is the basic word order in some fairly well documented Central Chadic lan-
guages, e. g. Lamang (Worrr [1983]), Podoko (Jarvis [1981]), and Gud’e
(Hoskison [1983]). Two published comparative-historical studies, FRajzyn-
arer (1984) and WiLLiams (1989) propose a reconstructed basic word order
for proto-Chadic. Despite the fact that SVX is today the most common
order neross Chadice, both these studies reconstruct basic proto-Chadic
word order with postverbal subjects (FraszyNuigr reconstructing VSX
order for all sentence types, WinLiams VS for intransitive verbs but SVX
for transitive). Although my thinking differs somewhat from that of these
two previous writers, 1 suggest developments which share with their recon-
structions a postverbal position for subjects as the basic neutral order for
proto-Chadic sentences (§ 6 below).

Before turning Lo the central topic of this paper, word order in Miya, 1
should specify what T mean by “basic word order”. For our purposes, I will

* Miya is a West Chadic language of the “North Bauchi” group. 1t is spoken by
perhaps 5,000 people in the area of Miya town in Bauchi State, Nigeria. I did field
work on Miya in 1982-83 while | was a Visiting Professor in the Department of
Nigerian and African Languages at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. This
research was supported by a grant from the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropo-
logicnl Research. My thanks to Sarkin Miya, Vaziya Chiroma, Haladu Soja, and the
people of Miya. 1 would also like to thank Neil Skinner, who corrrectly suggested
that Miya would be a good place for linguistic fieldwork.

' Niwatan (1977) has four major Chadic branches (West, Bin-Mandara, Masa, and
ast), whereas JuNarATTHMAYR and Sinanzy (1981), JunararruMAyr and IBRriszi-
amow (1994) have three (West, Central, and East). All the VSX languages are in
Newman's Biu-Mandara Branch,
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use this term to refer Lo the order ol constituents in clauses where none of
the constituents S, Voor X are “displaced” for pragmatic reasons, OS] ques-
tioning, locusing, or topicalization. Consider Iinglish clauses such as the fol-
lowing: the furmer chased the monkey from the furm, the farm tha the farmer
chased the monkey Jrom, before the farmer chased the monkey from the furm
- We say that, linglish has basic SVX order because in these clauses, (his is
the order of (he nominal S(ubject) (= Jarmer), the (Verl (= chase), and X
= part orall of the monkey from the furm). Clauses such as the following do
not conform o the “basic” word order of English: what did the firmer chase
Jrom the farm (displacement. of [part of ] X in usking a question), he chased
the monkey from the farin, the farmer (nominal S as an “afterthonght” wt the
end of the sentence), ete. Many languages pose problems for deciding on
“busic” word order because they use different word orders in different
clause types. Thus, German generally has “verb 2nd” order in main c¢lnuses
but SXV order in most types of subordinute clauses; Berher langunges gen-
erally have fuirly rigid VSX order in subordinate clauses, but in main ¢lan-
ses, while they allow this order, SVX is also common, Analytical problems
of this type in Miya will, in part, be the subject of this paper.

The main descriptive section of the paper (§ 3) discusses the placement. of
nominal subjects in various clause types in Miya. We will see that, several
cutegories of clauses allow only V.S order. “Neutral” main clauses per-
mit either SV... or V... 8 order, though SV... predominates. The only clause
types which require SV... order ure those in which some constitnent is
questioned or focused. The concluding section notes other cases of V... S
order in West Chadic and speculates on how the various word orders in
Chadic languages may have arisen.

2. Miya Non-nowminal Subjects and Non-Verbal Clauses

Clauses without overt, subjects of any kind are common in Miyn, ¢. g a zar
vhrka ‘Ihesshesthey] called o boy'.2 Becanse such clauses show nothing
ubout the relative word order of subjeel, and verh, 1 will have little more Lo
Ky about them (though see § 4).

2The initinl @ in (his cluuse iy an aspect nmrker, 1t disnppears when nny kind of
overt subject, noun or pronoun, is present. The following conventions are used in
examples: H = [1], dl = L) sh = [[], gh = (YL “and " = the first in a sequence of
one or more high or low tones respectively; “ after * = downstepped high; PSP =
Focused Subject. Perfective, Imperf = Imperfective, Perf = Perfective, part. = par-
ticle of unclear function, PVS = Postverbul Subject marker, Sjne = Subjunctive,
Tot = Totality marker(s). See Scuun (LO9B) for detuils,
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. 4
i 'sons, regardless ol aspect,!
minal subjects always precede the verh in all persons, regardless ol as) ,

clause type, or other factors, .y

‘1 (mdn) called a boy’
‘he (t3) will not call a hoy
‘the one whom she (njd) loves

min zar virka
L5 zara vérk-ww
ha njs d-aalivw
_
i i i : lnuses jects of non-
Finally, [ will restrict the discussion to verbal clauses. Subje

i ; mees, " sentences, localive sentences),
verbal clauses (equational sentences, “have” senten

i ¢ s clause initial.
whether nominal or pronominal, wre always clause initi

‘Nduyn is 0 Miya man’

he is Miya man’

‘Nduya has money’

‘they are in the house

‘(Iur‘ing that time, the dodo (dlérambog)

is in the cave’

Ndicwya Miy-dzaho

tiy AMy-dzoho

Ndivwya j-da mir

thin aa kim

o naka lookacty kd,
dléramba nd-aa popam

3. Miya Nominal Subjects

3.1. Independent Main Clauses N
Nominal subjects usually precede the verb in m(lepcmlen.t umlmr : ”SU,

: ) 1 . 3B 301 3 .
i. ¢ in individual sentences used us statements in conversational discou

1 X : spec i ive and negative.
T'his is true for all verh aspects, affivmative a I

mbirgu  zuw sw tahiy {uu,)f-ay
ram leave Tot food its-Tot
‘the ram left its food’

Kasham-wiw

Kasham-NEG

Ndicwya zar mi
Yo
Nduya  eall NEG
. ’
*‘Nduya didn't call Kashum

Kdsham ta zar ' '
‘Kuasham should (f@ hortative) call
sgpon-ay

thay  s-da iya :
N twwo-Tot

Ndikay Tot-lmperf cook

‘Nililkny will cook fwwo' o
However, in both texts and elicited data, 1 found a li%ir nLunSII\)]e.r nlfnst(’;l‘:

tences with V... S order, sometimes given as an alternative to SV...

31 will use the term MPHLL here as a cover term for the various EX]ressions ol
A ¢ in word
tense, mood l%lld aspe t. The semantics of Lhe verbal system |)luyu no role

’ y '

order.
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examples here, note the post-verbal subject marker (PVS) aa. 'I'his marker
must precede a post-verbal subject in any clause type:

{0 |,| a, G359 st milkiy-dy aa wuya-siba
we Perl  collect  Tot power-Tot, PVS Iausas
well, the Huusas took power’
p . N .
ghaduw ts.fs sy = q 1saf s-aa ghadww
. o .
woud dry ot Pert dry Tot-PVS wonod

‘the wood dried’

ghoruww vir s-ay = a vir s-aa ghdrww
‘the cow ran off”

3.2. Consecutive clanses in narrative

In narrative discourse, Miya expresses the sequence ol events which ad-
vance the narrative line using a “consecutive” aspect marked with procli-
tie, da. 'This form is used in hoth “imperfective” contexts suéh us m'wcdl:-
f'ul texts, and in “perfective” contexts, such as hist(n',y or lulle,q As in
independent main clauses, nominal subjects are usually ])}'Pvel'blll m cons
cutive d) clauses, e. g. , -

" » , ; .
A | i {{ da (swway kd, liram sy dinga  zdibaw
whe " ‘

u n l be dawn when,  women (3 carry-on dancing
when the dawn comes, the women carry on with dancing'

(1(}1ga. ([m.n eewiya, ‘dn ta ssn n-acGituwa ds baa-z(a)ée kinw(a) aabiy
,w :en arrive day,  wife-of-man-of-Gituwa o3 go-ICP to-draw  water
when day broke, the wife of the Gituwa man went Lo draw water’

However, ay in independent, main clanses, V... S order is not. uncom-
mon, '

shiykéendn o) 2ara-2(a) da niy baa-za
OK . o) call-her PVS those-of father-hep
- well Lhen her futher and others cull her [girl about to be married)

daga  fiara dawak da (aa)biy, >
when  began  falling  PVS water, 3
when it began raining, the people dispersed’

dzara-tlsn  aa  s>bs
disperse-1CP PVS people

B3 Purpose” cluuses and complement, clauses to verbs
Found two types of i y i S
il l‘y| g .ul mllnmh-lml.(. chuses which show SV, or V... S variation
:{1 v ¢',“ o thut for the main clauses illustrated in the two preceding sec-
lons. The two subordi : es are “pur i

inate clauses types are purpose” clauses introduced

by “]e conju on (a)dam g :
nct, LN l)(’,(,ﬂ.us(“ m order hl {81 [$10] Her t
j ( )( (] ’ 1 rd t al’ ¢ \(i l"l |C nen
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clauses to various verby such as son ‘know’, nay ‘see’, dokay ‘hear’, mar
‘find, discover’, laky ‘fear’, zay ‘cause’, and a kamauta ‘be fitting’.

Preverbal:

ddama  darhs  nddn ndam-ay

because road cireuit circuiting-Tot
‘... because the road makes a detour’
mar-ma -y

miy s st acdam
get-ug Tot

we know Tot work
‘we know that work has overtaken us’

buwday mr
money

man aa zay Ndwwya da
I Imper{ cause  Nduya Sjne bring
‘I'll have Nduya bring money’
Postverbal:
dama  diya sdpon. aa Kasdy?
so that  cook tuwo PVS Kasay
‘... so that Kasay might cook twwo’
kioweenéekly san  suww s-aatde  buweae-tlin aa saba yaukiy
everyone know Tot  Tot-Cont come-1CP  PVS people-of war
‘everyone knows that the war makers are coming’
ae  Kasham ridza

mon  da [iew do b-uws
afternoon

1 Imperf want  Sjnc come-ICP PVS Kasham
‘| want Kasham to come in the alternoon’

3.4, Invariant V... S order in subordinate clauses
In contrast to the clause types illustrated in the preceding sections, several
types of subordinate clauses have invariant V... 8 order for nominal sub-

jeets.

3.4.1. Relative clauses

Nominal subjects within relative clauses are always postverbal. Note in the
second and third examples below that the subject follows not only the verb,
but also direct objects and, in the third example, the resumptive instrumen-

tal phease da ty ‘with it

VAs with Hausa sabooda, Miya (@)dama can be used with subjunctive to mean “in
order that” or with other ¢lause Ltypes to mean “beeause”. In my elicited data, clan-
ses with the former sense all have postverbual subjects, and cinuses with the latter
sense all have preverbal subjects. In texts, I have found examples of postverbal sub-

jects with the latter sense as well.
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laabirma ba kin da varks

mat which | VS

B, ‘ huy PVs boy

¢ mat which the boy bought'
ﬁ,}ri;a b(: tsa-ya  mir ia Kasham

oy who rive-hi >
" give-him money  PVS Kasham

he boy to whom Kasham gave money’
giti fa-dd i
giti h(u.) da-ds  baa ghidw aa ty  aa Kasham
uxe ! er spli i . ‘

¢ which  Perf split wood with it PVS  Kusham

the axe with which Kasham split the wood’

3.4.2. Adverbianl subordinate clnuses

.S‘everul types (_)l'mlverhiul clauses nlways have postverbal nominal subjects
These ('lnu‘ses include those introduced by the conjunctions ki ‘;avh(jn 'F;
(= ]lu\\lsn wdan expressing temporal relation to main cluwnse), td(n) ‘ill"’(l—
Hausa ddan expressing condition required for main cluuse to (-;lkc lnce —l
ulso ]-Iu’usu, koo in concessive conditionals), dagaldagée ‘when’ (= 'llunlsuu(';('
expressing completed events), jée ‘then’ (similar to 'Hunrm saein qum;nl.iu(;

narrative), ba if, were it that' (= ; y .
before" mt’ (= Hausa dae counterfuctunl), und kaafin

kwda  niya ki gl i 3

I, ;r/u ]L(Lm a)a. Ty kda, tabona godunzakway-iy

i .:(. _ house PVS  dog  when Consec abuse hyena-Tot
1eh & dog s in sight of his house, he abuses the hyena’

ti . , S ; .
g ;l()lfli m(ﬂa)‘ aa  ghdns-iw, miy md  dma I z-iw
b 1
ot , NEG PVS “God“-NEQ we NEG do  planting-NEG
g DXt , ’
1Mt doesn’t rain, we won’t do the planting’

daga  zara-tisn aa Kasham, 3
‘when call-them PVS  Kasham Consec
when Kasham called them, they came’

buwd-tm
come-1CP

.ihe y;))(l _I/l{l. ee baw-wwss aa  son naa-Mingila
en show-him  where  exit-[C]P -
exit-I ’ i
“then the man from et ¢ CI . PVS man  of-Mangila
n Mangila showed him where he had come from’

\

ba -1l 1 {

b zar-tlan daa Kasham kd, a buwiy-tlim
l ar- iyl
o call-them PVS  Kasham if Perf  come-1CP
il Kashum bhad called them, they would have come’ -

k(‘u‘lfin da biy nd aa iy
‘belore Sinc  part.  be-cooked PVS  meat ,
before the meat was done cooking, ...

e
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3.5, Invariant SV order in questions and focus constructions
One class of clauses seems never Lo admit postverbal nominal subjects.
These are sentences where n constituent is questioned or syntaclically

focused, such as the following:?

Q: m-ia mbydre kdba  taf-a?
what-1°SP tear gown your (ms)-Q
‘what tore your gown?
A: ghadww di mbydra-za
wood 'SP tear-it
‘WOOD tore it
Q: Ndivwya ndy  wbe?
Nduya see who
‘who did Nduya see?
A: Ndivwya ndy-ma mty
Nduya see-us us

‘Neduya saw UN’

There are pragmatic reasons for jack of postverbal subjects in such
clanses., When Miya subjeets are questioned or focused, they obligatorily
full in sentence initial position, obviously precluding their postverbal order-
ing. Non-subjects, when questioned or focused, remuain in sitw. Since the
“neutral” position for all non-subjects is postverbal, the postverbal place-
ment ol a subject together with n uestioned or focused non-subject would
create a pragmatic clash, i. e. a postverbal subject would “interfere” with
the place of privilege for the questioned or focused constituent. This is the
mirror image of the situation in Bade, for example, where the neutral posi-
tion for subjects is preverbal, but subjects, when questioned or focused, are
placed postverbally. In sentences with questioned or focused subjects and
full nominal objects, speakers frequently place the objects in sentence in-
itinl position as topics, thus reserving the postverbal position for the sub-

ject (Sciun [1982]).

4. Subject Order in Narrative Discourse

Examples in the preceding sections come primarily from data which 1|
elicited in the course of field work. It is possible that such date counld he
skewed in some way. [ therefore made a study of word order in natural texts

51 did not explicitly check for ungrammaticality of postverbal subjects in such
sentences. However, unlike other independent clause types (§§ 3.1-2), postverbal
subjects never showed up in sentences with uestioned or focused constituents,

either in elicited data or texts.
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to test whether the generalizations expressed herve would be horn out. |
looked at 3 procedural texts (the conduct of an important Miya lestival, a
description of beer making, and customs in courting and marriage), a his-
Lorical text on the founding of Miyan town, and a folktale. For reusons given
in § 2, | counted only verbal clauses. The first table helow summuarizes total
cluuse count. | separate clauses with first and second person subjects from
clauses with third person subjects since the former always have overt, pre-
verbal pronoun subjects and are thus excluded from this study (el § 2). The
second table summarizes the results for the 345 clauses with third person
subjects:

Total Ist/2nd pers. 3rd pers.
clauses subjects subjects
3 procedural texts: 133 2 131
one historical text: 75 12 63
one folktale: 223 72 151
Total 431 86 345

Table “Distribution ...” see page 443

The shaded wreas represent configurations which 1 have clanimed to be
excluded (§§ 3.4-5), viz. postverbal subjects in clauses witl questioned or
focused constitnents (Q/F) and preverbal nominal subjects in relative
clauses (R/C) and most Lypes of adverbial subordinate clauses (ADV.). The
lnck ol any such configurations in the sample from natural texts supports
those cluims. Counts from texls also jibe with claims about relative [re-
quency of preverbal vs. postverbal nominal subjects in independent main
clauses (INDEP.), including d) consecutive clauses (d) Consec.), viz. nom-
inul subjects are most commonly preverbal in such clauses, but postverbal
subjects are also grammaticully pussible (I return to the issue of relative
frequency below). There were not enough examples of Purpose clauses and
verbal complements (Comps.) in the sample examined to suy anything about
relative frequency of subject orderings.

The text count of subject configurations raises points that do not arise
obviously when examining sentences elicited individually. One sueh point is
the relative [requencies of O, pronominal, and nominal subjects, "The tables
show that w 0 subject conliguration is overwhelmingly the most Irequent
type, constituting 61% (211 ol 345) of the clauses with third person subjects
and almost hall the total number of clauses including all persons. The pro-
nominal configuration constitutes only 7% (24 of 345) of the clauses with
third person subjects. The distribution of third person pronominal subjects
is also of interest. Of the 17 clauses where the pronoun is appurently a troe

SN

Miyn ns o West Chadie Language with V...8 Ward Order

CLAUSE ‘ '
TYPR 0 |Pro-SV |Protopic| N-SV N topic
IPoe. or Q 1 4
(any TAM)
Per. 4 7 1 1
(aff. & neg.)
| [mperT. (3 16 I 7 5
N (uff. & neg.) )
D Ifut. 2 7
:‘; Sjne. 2 I i
' (uff. & neg.)
0 2 4
oy Consec. 11 3 4
D Purpose 1
P. Comps. 2 2
RC || RC 29
1
ta if 1
5 8
kwda ‘when’ 14 b 1
"
Jée ‘when' 17 2 1
L dagée ‘when’ 19 9
V. ‘
kaafin ‘before’ l
{"M TOTAL an |7 | ™ 61 140 40

Distribution of clauses with third person subjects

6 Among the examples with topicalized semantic subjects, the 7 with p.ronouns:
and 9 of those with nouns have @ grammatical subjects. These ure ’not.'mcludec
amony the 211 examples listed with @ grammaticel aubjec'ts. The 5‘t0plcul|z_edln3ur;
exumples in the “Imperf.” row have overt pronominal subjects, which are includec
in the count of Pro-8 V examples.
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grammatical subject, 16 are in Imperfective cluuses. As in many Chadic
languages, the Miyn Imperfective shows signs of having oviginaLedd s n nun:
vurb.nl, probably loeative structure. Fop exumple, the verl forn is n‘mninul
and in llwgn(inn. the discontinuons negative marker m-...-iiw vn('mn|m\'v.gl-~;
the entive predieate as in non-verbal sentences rather than jusi the )(»-sl;'.t-|'l-
bul elements as in the clearly “verbal” Perfective: e

Perl: aomdr me zhaak-w ‘he didn't geb o donkey’
Imperl.: Lo md mara zhaak-wn Tie will not get a (Innl‘((-v'
Locative:  min md vina Kdm - L am not in front of the house’

] |.)|'n|m.\'u the following restrictive statement on the distribution of Miya
third person pronominal subjects: overt third person subject pronouns are
'f‘i‘“’d only (i) when [ocused, (ii) when the subject of w non-verbal sentence m:
(lll). (optionally) when the subject ol an Imperfective cluuse (which i.\'. 'I‘xig-
!‘()ru'ully at least, a subeategory of [ii]). All other npparent prnnmninnl’%ull)-
Jects wre granumatical topics. .
Counts of grammatical Ltopics is the linal point of interest raised by the
.tuhlu. Since preverbal position is the most, common placement, for snl‘;'ml-ts;
in the clause types labeled “INDED.” in the tuble, o semantic (tlun.su-ljsluAb-
Jeet can be unequivocally recognized as being a topic only whm:c some
overt e.vi(lcn(tc ol topicalization is present. Ior both nouns and pronouns
l,()'pnculxzution can be overtly shown by topic marker such as &d, md m:
kima (st and 2nd exam ples below) or by placement ol the senmnl.i(': suhj'ect
of an adverbial clause before the clausal conjunction (3rd and 4th
exmnpl(_'.s below). For nominal semantic subjects, the presence of an uverl
pronominal subject indicates that the nominal is o topic¢ rather than liw
grammatical subject (5th example below): l

njd kwma di dora fiy ‘a8 for (kitma) her she ground 1o

wiyka witlomiy kidéeniy ‘us for (ki) those 3 boys
ki do baa-tlsn Wishir (they) go to Usur’

(o tin s-aa aalww-za ki ... ‘he if (he) loves her ..’

yivw kwda tsda ka ... ‘the dawn if (it) breaks ...’

ndka ssn n-aaMdangila t ‘that man from Mangila

d-aa-tda ndima ... he (15) was exploring ...’

In the data sample here, 29% (7 ol n total 24) of the semantic subjects
(-.xprv..qu’(-.(l as pronouns are topies rather than grammutical subjects, /\HI(');I"
semantic subjects expressed us nouns in preverbal position, it uppears (,lmt
a smaller percentage of the total - 19% (14 of a total 75) - n'rc topics rather
f,hun. grammatical subjects. However, among independent “tensed” cln.use.;
i. e..m(lependent clauses other than db consecutive, 29% (2 ol'a total 15) nrc,
topies rather than grammatical subjects. It is the 40 cases of 3 conseculive
clauses listed ns having preverbal grammatical subjects vs. only 2 wil.hv topi-
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culized semantic subjects which primarily account for the nominal topic
percentage being smaller than the pronominal topic percentage. 1 suggest
that many (il not most or even alll) of these apparent grammatical nominal
subjects nre wctunlly Lopies rather than subjecls, even though there is no
overt textua] marking to this elfect. The (admittedly slim) evidence for this
cluim is the way Vaziya Chiroma, the main informant with whom 1 worked,
translated these clauses in his written Hausa translations of the Miya texts.
In 23 of the 40 examples, he provided Hausa translations of the following

Lype:
sabee guangan do korma gaangan

= Huusn makada sai su debi Mide-kide
‘then the drummers (s3ba gaangan) begin drumming’.

In the lausa translution, the nominal subject is placed belore the conjunc-
tion sai ‘then’. The only possible interpretution lor this Hausa rendering is
thut makadae ‘deammers’ is topicalized.” Miya has no real counterpart to
Nausn sai us an introducer of consecutive clauses, but the fuct that Vaziya
chose to translate these preverbal semantic subjects as topies suggests that
he conceived of them in this way in Miya.

5. Establishing Miya “Basic” Word Order

Elicited data combined with the narrative discourse counts yield the fol-
lowing observations regarding the placement of nominal subjects in Miya:
(i) postverbal subjects are obligatory in two large classes of subordi-
nate cluuses, viz. relative clauses and adverbin]l subordinete clauses;
(ii) preverbal subjects are obligatory only when some constituent in
the sentence is questioned or focused (in particular, questioning or focusing
of the subject itsell); (iii) in other types of clauses, preverbal subjects pre-
dominate numerically, though postverbal subjects are acceptable as well.
Alongside these three types of clausal configuration is a conliguration with
w semantic nominel subject in initial position as a topic followed by a clause
with & © or, less frequently, a pronominal grammatical subject. The topics
in this configuration are often overtly marked, but I have suggested that at
least some clause initinl noun phrases which appear to be grammatical sub-
jeels are actually topics without overt marking.

The comelusion to be drawn is that although a simple count of Miya clau-
ses with nominal subjects might produce o predominnnce of tokens with

700 the remaining 17 examples out. of the 40 3 consecutive clouses, 12 are from
the folktule text, which was spoken, transcribed, and translated by a different
speaker. This speaker’s translation follows the regular Hausa pattern of placing sai
nl. the head of the clause, before v nominal subject.
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preverbal subjects, the “anmarked” position for nominal subjects is post-
verbul. Not only do large classes of clnuse types require postverbal subjects,
In!L ulso un~(¢q|uvo(:ully marked subjects (notubly, those which are (ue-
stioned or focused) are the only nominal subjects which are obligatori ly
placed in preverbal position. If topicalized noun phrases nre included
among “marked” constituents, larger number of preverbal subjects are
marked than a simple count of cluusul position of subjects suggests.

One issué which | have kept in the background is what “postverbul”
means. In most of the examples above, postverbul nominal subjects imme-
diately follow the verb (& pronominal elities). Such examples might, lead to
the (e.nnvlnxiun thal Miya is o VRX language like some of its Central Chadie
relatives (see § 1 for references). However, a broader range ol examples
esp. some ol those in § 3.4, show that pustposed subjects are really “pusLj
verb phrase” rather than “postverbal™. In fuct, Miya Nllhju(‘.l.s. Consis-
Lcn.t.l‘y follow at least nominal objects, locatives, and linsl-rum(:nl.s all of
which are illustrated in § 3.4, The only constituent type which ! hu.V(‘: found
that seems always to follow postposed subjects is temporal adverbs (cf.
?‘25(12(‘1 ‘in the afternoon’ in the last example of § 3.3). Thus, if my specuInLion'
is correct about the postverbal order for subjects being the neutral con-
figuration, Miyn is to be counted among the rare languages in the world
with a busic VXS word order!

6. Word Order in West Chadic

There ure other West Chadic languages with VXS order. These are lan-
guages spoken in the northern and eastern areas of West Chadic, such as
Bade, Ngizim (Scuun {1982]), and Kanakuru (NuwmaN [1974]), which have
postverbul placement of questioned or focused subjeets. In ull the lnnguages
for which 1 have seen relevant data, when a nominal object is present, the
postverbal subject also follows the object, e. . '

Ngizim: Bmipiy zdnii-ci-n tam?
tear gown-your-PVS what
‘what tore your gown?

The syntactic environment is different from that of Miya, of course, be-
cause in Miya, clauses with postverbal subjects have u “nentral” in(,ur|u"(-,l.n-
annn, Loe.nothing is interpreted as being focused or otherwise pragmatically
hlghlighb(ul. Nonetheless, it is not unreasonable to ask whether these mani-
festations of VXS word order, un order which is not common in Chadice® and

8 3 order is ; ; i
VXS ()1(!&1 is not. qllute unique to the West Chadic languages mentioned here. In
Podoko, which has basic VSX order, the “focus slot” is the immediutely postverbal
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is unusual among the world’s languages, are historically related. A related
question is whether the VXS order in West Chadic is historically related to
the VSX order found in Central Chiadie. T propose a scenario that allows us
to answer both questions with, “Yes.”

Consider first the historical conncction of “neutral” VXS order, as in
Miya, to VXS order marking the locus of a subject, as in Ngizim. Let us re-
construct a proto-West Chadic system like that in the table below, which is
essentindly the situntion we find in Miya today. *S;. VX would have been
dilferentinted from *S; VX, us it is in Huausa, Miyn, and muny other Cha-
dic lunguages, by special verbul forms and/or other overt markers. It is well
known that SVX is a common alternative “neutral” ovder in VSX languages
(Gruennere [1966]). There are not enough VXS langunrges to establish
clear “universals”, but in the case of Miya at least, we have seen that SVX
order is nctunlly more pervasive than VXS in independent clauses. Because
ol the discourse [requency of SVX order where S was a Lopic, this order was
reinterpreted as the “neutral” order at Stage 1. Following Stage 1, lan-
gnages Look one of two paths. The majority, of which Hausa is an example,
simply dropped the VXS configuration. Others, of which Bade, Ngizim,
Kanakuru, Bolanci, ete. are examples, present a more complex picture.
Topicalized constituents cannot be in focus, e. g. it is impossible to say
*as for what, did you buy (i) As the 8y, VX construction, where the sub-
ject specifically could not be in focus, was interpreted as the “neutral” con-
figuration, subjects in postverbal position were reinterpreted as bear-ing
pragmatic focus. The Sy, VX configuration thus became function-
ally unnecessary and moreover could potentially be confused with the
S enanV X The VXS configuration was thus reserved for focused subjects
and the 8jp,.,, VX construction disuppeared (rom use.

Proto-W. Chadic Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 2
(Hausa, ete.) (Bude, etc.)

*Sllopiulvx > S||n.~||lrul]vx > S[neulrnl]vx S[m'ulrallvx

*Sl I'n.-nm|v X > S[ [ncun]"’ X -

VXS > - vxsllin-us]

[neatenl]

By this scenario, Miya would be close to the reconstructed situatlion,
though even in Miya the Stage 1 shift is taking hold in independent clauses.
A fuct which makes this scenario suspect is the absence of direct evidence,
oulside Miya, lor reconstracting the *VXS, ) sentence type for proto-
West Chadic. Normally, one would like Lo find more than one language

position. A questioned or focused constituent will occeupy that position, resulting in
VXS order, e.g. « tola laws ndi na? ‘what did one cook? (cooked what one
Q-marker). See Jarvis (1981).
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\\.'hufh furnished support for a reconstrneted structure, prelerably by ¢
tnied productive use of the structure, orin the absence nl'pmdu‘(-l‘i\?:‘ n(:()
ol least by renmants, suceh ws frozen expressions. In material n\'uiluh.lvlh"
me, have been unable to find sueh sapport. All documented West (‘im l l-)
l/]\nlnnguallm:\:lztl“Lhe West Chadic-13 languages of the Butl(:/Ngi'l/ilm'gr:)::i;
ave only s X “neutral” ovder in all clause types. by the o :hi
Group ol \\’({sb Chadic-B, of which Miya is a 1ﬁimbm"j l'll:: (I::I,;-'thull:’rl:ll:‘{):
ot',||<".|' than Miya for which any refevant syntaclic data are nvuihlhlv i:’l’l ‘?(
(Skinner l[lU7‘J]). Pu'a seems (o have unly-.S'VX order, even in envir ‘l ,“ lt
\vh(‘n? Miya requires postverbal suhj('(:(.s, e g r(zlul‘,i\'(e (-l;llls;'s k”(f;f”;;”f‘“
Il')A'!H'IllI botangwil wa inhii ba e time that the hyena (/}.I/llllll mil)' ( ! ) ft
(SKINNER 1979, Do 127). 1 was able o glean a few cxlumplt.-s ﬁ'm;: ““l“"' Im‘l-
;?'Ilug(!.‘?' outl. of transeribed and Lranslated bhut otherwise lmunnly'/tl-(lll -ml,
lImm SKINNER (0. d.), e, g Jimbin daga danmayu ba fura xunah " I‘(' '/"('x ’
when the h_y(_:nn (danmayu) hegan Lo r(»(:ugni'/,‘c the doy .. l)irvmln(l'i""
ma vuln({(la ctyayi riga il the dodo (orunada) eats me : I r;m‘ l 'l )lli{/"t:
more nﬂurmu Lion from these or related languages woul(>| \.';cl(l vvi()l'm",' " l]'u'
an earlier VXS stage, but until such information is uvnilu‘hlo Mé “( "”‘
the only Chadic tanguage known to nie with VXS, (l v g elane
e Sneutral] OVAder in any clause
(x‘l_\'un t.I?(e prucity of direct evidence in West Chadic for the *V XS
('or"‘lgln'u(.u)_'l, it is reasonable to look lor a scenurio which would z‘n'll'lilmllm:,]
(\)/lfj?l mr'\;lo.l' In;‘ both neutral and focused subjects from the ubignitous .\;‘;/1:(
oraer. No such scenario is evident to me. However, there is im s
Il::l(*l H‘()t:"(‘(;. r‘l'lv:.lxs order in proto-West (Hm(lic‘, l:'li(z'.( i::IIl(l-r'i‘l(v::’nl((‘(!-l):':'1(‘)!:;
..‘D 0-Chae 'u' SX. As noted, n nimber of Central Chadice langane
this as (heir basic wond order. There are three possible '"”‘L"““‘H"h Im“l_“
word order in Centeal Chadic: penefic inlnel'il.um-(! I‘lv'::)'u)';n::;:':((b';:u:'i:T ””‘\l
l.l.mm'(': proto-Alronsintic), contaet with other VSX lungunges, or int ‘(f”“|
'll.sl.()l'.l(flﬂ developments. Non-Chadie languages in the norll?ml'l'a Ca ”""." on
Nigeria .lmr(lcr aren are either SVX or SXV. Contact is t‘hl'ls' v X ”“'l'.;("":"
mnn‘('.(-,. for the VSX order. Lilcewise, 1 know ;;l HIY! iiatji‘v";nn' l.l il \ ”llf'l (y
seehario for historical shift from some other order to VS Yl .“VII‘T'.""“"“;":
sh'_'l" Ir(,nl.VNX to SVX does have motivation (L{I‘lllllnlllLil‘-lll“"l,llHl;: (;;l!i\ :““'*
verbal topics us g'rnnnnutvicul subjects) mnd, indeed, this shift s been \'»v 'l'l
(!l)(flllll('lll(‘.(l outside Chadie. "This leaves genetic inheritance s g o (i
likely .s'f»u!'('(z ol VSX order in Chadie, o souree made more |i|uJy i) 'l(‘I(‘-(!)'n :T
l,‘lml.. !-_Ills is the primary order in three other branches of 1\I';'(.)n ‘ ll'lf it
Semitic, Ancient Egyptinn, and Berber. . e
'/\'(-('.('pt-in;,l *VSX ovder for proto-Chadie, we are lelt only to explain 11
shift: from this order to the *VXS order proposed for lm)‘lu».\'\’a-;;lp(u‘lm 'll(
Here | up-p(-.nl to unsupported speculation. One possibility is t.lmli \ u‘*“;( “
were motivated to place the subject nlter the object by the l:m'nmi g:u:\llf:;::
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tical fact that VXS order maintains the integrity ol the Verb Phrase (=

VX), whereas VSX order has the well-known grammatical anomaly of dis-
rupting this structure which, on many grounds, behaves as a unitary syn-
tactic constituent. A second possibility is suggested by the Podoko strue-
ture mentioned in footnote 8. There, it was pointed out that a locused non-
subject directly follows a verb. IFthis were the method ol focus in early Cha-
dic, and i the pragmatic foens associated with the immedinte postverbal
position weakened (probably being functionally replaced by initinl place-
ment lor focused constituents) this would leave the immediate postverbal
position as the neutral position for non-subjects and the post-verb phrase

position as neutral lor subjects.
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