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(1979), Hayes (1982b), McCarthy (1982)); (b) explain an otherwise mysterious restriction
on the English Rhythm Rule (Hayes (1983)); and (c) explain the migration of stress when
stressed vowels are deleted (Halle and Vergnaud (forthcoming)). In addition, there is
strong evidence that in many poetic traditions, the metrical pattern is arboreal, since
the syntactic bracketing of the phrase must to a greater or lesser extent agree with the
bracketing of the metrical pattern (see Piera (1980) for Spanish, Heny (1981) for Persian,
Jakobson (1966) for Serbo-Croatian, Kiparsky (1968) for the Finnish Kalevala, and es-
pecially Chen (1979) for Chinese).

The strategy I am suggesting is that instead of eliminating metrical trees, we should
specify more precisely the separate roles that trees and grids play in phonological and
metrical systems. My conjecture is that trees are the domain in which prominence re-
lations are assigned, while grids are the means whereby the rhythmic form of trees is
computed and evaluated. For example, in Hayes (1983) I argue that the English Rhythm
Rule and other rules of rhythmic adjustment must be defined on trees, while the ‘‘prin-
ciples of eurhythmy’’ that determine when adjustment may take place must refer to the
grid. Similarly, Piera (1980) argues cogently that the Spanish hendecasyllable and other
Spanish meters have arboreal metrical patterns; but the correspondence rules he for-
mulates clearly must apply to the grid, using notions like ‘‘stress peak’ and ‘‘stress
valley’’.

If this line of reasoning is correct, it is plausible to suppose that the underlying
pattern for pentameter in English is arboreal as well, and is essentially as Kiparsky
proposed it:
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The grid pattern under (46) is merely the grid derived from (74). It is used in evaluating
individual lines, through their grids. Just as with phonological patterns, the tree of the
meter establishes relative prominence, while the grid measures the tree rhythmically.

To summarize: despite their appearance of redundancy, trees are not so easily dis-
pensed with. First, they allow an account of metrical facts that are problematic for grids-
only theories. Second, when one views trees in a certain way, the redundancy disappears:
trees are the domain of relative prominence assignment; grids the domain of rhythmic
evaluation.
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